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Idaho Falls Public Library

Adult and Young Adult Services Report

Programs
Program attendance from October 26, 2023, to December 23, 2023:

Book-Making Classes: 2 events, 48 people total

A volunteer-led program where bookmaking and pop-up techniques are
tfaught; materials provided by IFPL. Minimal IFPL staff involvement.
Chapter 2 Book Club: 1 event, 8 people total, title: The Thursday Murder
Club by Richard Osman

A book club moderated by an IFPL staff member using the Book Club in a
Bag collection.

Chess Club Wednesdays: 8 events, 24 people total

A paftron-led program that aims to teach people the basics of chess and
inspire friendly competition. No IFPL staff involvement.

Chess Club Saturdays: 8 events, 60 people total

A paftron-led program that aims to teach people the basics of chess and
inspire friendly competition. No IFPL staff involvement.

Crazy Crafters: 7 events, 115 people total

A pafron-led program where pafrons can bring their current projects and
socialize. No IFPL staff involvement.

D&D Days (Dungeons & Dragons): 9 events, 93 people total

A patron-led program where pafrons are able to gather and play through
a session of Dungeons & Dragons. No IFPL staff involvement.

Great Book Giveaway: 2 months, 407 entries total, sets given away: WEB
Griffin, Agatha Christie, “The Book Was Better,” Richard Paul Evans
Christmas

Everytime a patron checks out a book from the 39 Floor, they can ask for
a ticket to put info one of two book giveaways, created from donations.
Minimal staff involvement. The tickets are counted at the end of the
month and a winner for each set is drawn.

Knit Together: 7 events, 44 people total

A paftron-led program where patrons can bring their current projects and
socialize. No IFPL staff involvement.

Meet the Author: 1 event, 19 people total

A program where authors can explain their work and writing process, and
can offer a signing, as well. Minimal IFPL staff involvement.

Money Matters: 1 event, 3 people total

An educational series on banking, mortgage, credit, insurance, etc.
Minimal IFPL staff involvement.

Adult/YA Board Report, November 2023 | 1



Write Over Here: 8 events, 59 people total

Patrons are encouraged to work on and share their current writing
projects. An IFPL staff member leads discussions on topics pertaining to
plot, characters, etc.

Write Over Here for Teens: 7 events, 21 people (NEW PROGRAM!)

Patrons are encouraged to work on and share their current writing
projects. An IFPL staff member leads discussions on topics pertaining to
plot, characters, etc. Geared towards 12-18 year olds.

Trick or Treat: Ended October 31, total entries: 299

Patrons get a ticket to enter into a drawing for a giftcard from one of four
downtown businesses for each day that they check out a wrapped book,
which could either be a trick or treat. Patrons are not required to read the
book. Heavy IFPL staff involvement, as they wrap and decorate the
books.

Tours/Outreach: Night at the Museum event, 100 people

Night at the Museum is a program done by the Museum of Idaho, to
promote their exhibit and introduce kids ages 8-12 to STEAM topics. Beth
and volunteer Leslie led two groups of 10 kids through several paper
engineering concepts (pop-up book), but flyers were given to all 100
participants.

Winter Reading - Teens and Adults: 323 adults and 36 teens signed up so
far since November 28, 2023

This program is structured so participants read books in different
categories, in addition to learning more about their Library. Heavy IFPL
staff involvement in the creation of categories, but minimal after the
program is started.

Exireme Book Nerd signups (total since January 4); program ended 12/16/23

Adult Extreme Book Nerd: 416 registered; 179 completed (43%)
Teen Extreme Book Nerd: 101 registered, 21 completed (21%)
Book Nerd Your Way (adult): 409 registered, 189 completed (46%)
Book Nerd Your Way (teen): 54 reqistered, 17 completed (31%)
Total registered: 931; total completed: 194 (21%)

Note: The rate of people finishing was higher than expected (368 instead of
275), so another order of Extreme Book Nerd blankets will need to be ordered so
everyone who earned their prize will get one.

Photos from recent programs, pages 2-6
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Figure 1 / Bookmaking, November 15, 2023

Figure 2 / Bookmaking, November 15, 2023
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Figure 4 / Night at the Museum, December 8, 2023
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Figure 5 / Night at the Museum, December 8, 2023

Figure 6 / Cardmaking, December 6, 2023
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Figure 7 / Cardmaking, December 6, 2023

Figure 8 / Cardmaking, December 6, 2023
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Upcoming programs
e Blind Date with a Book, February 1-29
e Patrons can check out a mystery book and enter to win one of four
giffcards from fabulous downtown businesses
e Book/Card Making Classes, Wednesdays, 6:30pm
e January 17: Pop-up Valentines
e February 21: Celtic star book
e March 20: Traditional Japanese styles — flutter and stab
e Chapter 2 Book Club, Tuesdays, 7pm
e January 9: The Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel Wilkerson
e February : TBA
e March: TBA
e Extreme Book Nerd
e Kickoff, Wednesday, January 3, 7pm
» Special preview for our TENTH year of Extreme Book Nerd.
Participants will be able to see the categories, get sign up
prizes, munch on cookies, talk with other Book Nerds, and find
out more about Literary Society
e Officially begins on Thursday, January 4, 12:01am
e Family Game Night (NEW PROGRAM!)
e Families can gather and use our incredible array of board games
and puzzles
e Thursdays, 6:30pm
e Literary Society, Thursdays, 7pm (NEW PROGRAM!)
e Patrons will convene to talk about their favorite books in a specific
genre or category
e January 18: Historical fiction, led by Liza
e February 15: Romance, led by Lisha
e March 21: Fantasy, led by Melissa (tentative)
e March Madness, March 4-30
e 2nd/3rd Floor staff have picked 16 books to go head to head in a
bracket voted on by patrons
e Meet the Author
e Saturday, January 13, 1:30pm: T.K. Arispe
e Money Matters, Wednesdays, 6:30pm
e January 10: Auto insurance (with new instructor Brenden Craft)
e February 21: Budgeting
e March 13: Home insurance
e Teen Winter Writing Camp
e Teens will participate in a mini camp covering the art of short stories
e January 8-12, 4:30-5:30pm
e Teen Spring Break Writing Camp
e Teens will participate in a camp focused on novel-length writing
e March 18-22, 1-4pm
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e Write Over Here
e Tuesdays, 7pm

e Write Over Here for Teens
e Thursdays, 4:30pm

Upcoming special events in 2024
e March 11-April 29: Creative Aging
e |FPL is working with The Art Museum of Idaho to provide artist-led
workshops geared towards older learners. The workshops will be
centered on basic drawing and art history; details are still being
ironed out.
e Grant from ldaho Commission for Libraries and Idaho Commission
on the Arts; one of five locations in Idaho selected.
e New programs in the works for 2024
e April: National Library Week (celebrated all month, maybe)
e One Shot D&D: Patrons will learn the basic of Dungeons & Dragons
with short campaigns

Outreach

Events
e November 16, 2023, Greater Idaho Falls Chamber of Commerce Business
After Hours
e Met with Chamber members in a casual situation; discussed several
programs coming up and was offered the help from the Chamber

Meetings
e November 17, 2023, FamilySearch Center
e Met with outreach coordinator for the Center to see what they
have to offer, plus brainstormed some ideas of partnerships. Will
make them a brochure so their patrons can see what we have
available, and discussed doing presentations at the Library.

Upcoming
e January 18, 2024, 5:30-7:30pm, Mobile Family Resource Center

e United Way of Idaho Falls with Bonneville County hosting an event
at A.H. Bush Elementary; the organizations were awarded a grant
from the Idaho Children’s Trust Fund Family Resource Center Grant
with support from the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare to
provide resources and services to families to prevent child abuse
and neglect.

Adult/YA Board Report, November 2023 | 8



Staff

Staffing

Staff schedules changed on November 6 to accommodate larger
changes throughout the library. The main phone line has been moved to
the 3d Floor desk, which necessitates having extra staff to be able to help
patrons as well as answering the phone. The change has been going well
and staff are adapting quickly.

Aeryle Kuehn resigned on December 12, 2023

Meetings

Meetings held on November 27 and December 18. Topics included
answering the phone, using the cash register, upcoming programs, and
various resources available to patrons that staff should know about.

Professional development included:

The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People: 30th Anniversary Edition by
Stephen R. Covey, with Sean Covey

Creative Aging informational webinar and check-in

LITT Chats provided by ICfL

Lunch & Learn by the City of Idaho Falls — covered new p-card system
and evaluations

Distracted Driving webinar — required by ICRMP

Miscellaneous

Our staff is awesome! — Recent stories from staff members

The first patron | had this morning came to the library just to tell us thank
you for having Libby available. He went on and on about how much he
loves it and how many ooks he has been able to check out etc. Then he
said “well that's the only reason | came in” and he left. — Reported by
Lisha Hansen, 10/27/23

On Friday, November 2, 2023, Liza helped a recently-released prisioner
who had never used computer and had no email in his attempt to apply
for ajob. Liza helped set up email and send job application, and the
gentleman was just so grateful that someone took the time to help him. —
Reported by Beth Swenson, 11/4/2023

Last week | was helping a patron find a book set in Antarctica for her Book
Nerd Challenge. | recommended Where'd You Go, Bernadette, but it was
checked out on Libby. | checked the other libraries available to us, found
it somewhere and told her she could check it out from there. She had no
idea she could access the other libraries, and was so excited she started

Adult/YA Board Report, November 2023 | 9



jumping up and down. She was with her sister; she started tearing up, she
was so happy. They both use audiobooks a lot while working, and being
able to access more titles meant so much to them. They are so grateful for
our services. — Reported by Liza Evans, 11/6/2023
| went to Deseret Book twice this week on Library business; each visit,
employees told me how much they loved our library. One even had one
of our books in her apron pocket, and told me how she and a friend used
to go to the library during their lunch breaks. The next day, another
employee told me that she used us heavily during Covid. | also visited with
volunteers with the FamilySearch Center, and many of them told me how
much they enjoyed the library. — Reported by Beth Swenson, 11/17/2023
Email from patron, received by Liza 11/22/2023
e Liza,

Thank you so much again for the book nerd challenge. It has

brought joy to my life and inspired me to fry new authors and books

| would not have known about or considered before. You and your

staff have always been kind, courteous and helpful whenever |

have had questions.

As | live outside your area and cannot have a library card there is
no way in the system to quantify my participation and the effect
your library has had on me. Hopefully you can figure out a way to
add me to your numbers because your public library has made a
difference in my world and | know that boards and administration
want quantifiable numbers.

| would like show my appreciation by doing something for the library
staff to recognize their hard work. How many are on staff there?

Thank you again!

Karri Hoopes

We were asked by people in the Idaho library community to gather responses
from patrons about the impact of libraries. Here are those responses:

We haven't always had a library near us in places we have lived in the
past. That is not right! We need libraries. People need to read more and
play with their "toys" less. There is so much you can learn from books. And if
you don't know what would be a good book to read, the librarians are
always happy to suggest books to you. We have a great library in Idaho
Falls, Idaho. The librarians are kind and helpful. They know their patrons.
They know you! They know their BOOKS!! | read about 100 books a year
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including books on Libby (another resource offered at our library). | could
not afford to buy all these books. But we can get them at our library.
Thank you, Idaho Falls Public Library!

Cathy Johnson, Idaho Falls

A few years ago, | was a young mom new to the area. Not knowing
anyone in town, attending story time gave us the opportunity to meet
families in the same phase of life.

While the library is a great place for books and other resources, it gave
me a sense of community in a time where | was looking for belonging.

Years later, my kids are all avid readers who love the library not just for the
books, but for the awesome programs offered free of chargel!

I'm always amazed at the amount of love and work the librarians put in to
give our community amazing resources. The library really does have
something for everyone.

Erica Eaton

My first memory of the Idaho Falls Public Library is a day in the summer of
1947. 1 had turned six years old in February and was old enough to get a
liorary card. | started with first readers and picture books and went on to
bigger and better things

When | graduated from high school, | went to work for Argonne National
Laboratory as a secretary at "the site". What a terrific job that was and
what fascinating people | met. One thing | learned was that most of them
were readers and we made good use of the library. It was fun to talk
stories and books with people at work. It was the first time | had talked with
someone outside my immediate family about what | was reading.

When | married, | inherited a family of boys. They not only used the school
libraries but we made many trips to the Idaho Falls Public Library. We
shared with each other and it made us a family of readers. Idaho Falls
Public Library has always been in the lives of my family and mine. At 82,
I'm happy to say that | am still a reader and am proud to have been an
EXTREME BOOK NERD since its inception.

Sincerely yours, Sharen Green Peterson
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So many of my memories involve the welcoming joy, security & comfort of
the public library: The joy of story fime & classes as a child, research & the
discovery of reading as a student, learning how to make & fix things in life-
from car, home repair,new cuisines & unlimited other interests. | have had
the pleasure of enjoying endless entertainment & increased knowledge
from borrowed books, magazines & music during my lifetime. As a
commuter, | saved thousands of dollars by borrowing audiobooks through
the years. As a fraveler | seek out libraries for local information, a place of
belonging & computers as needed. | love participating in the various
classes, groups & challenges offered by IFPL and they have brought me
many new interests & new friends. To me, the library is one of the greatest
resources a city can offer. A diverse & well supported library is a sign of a
healthy thoughtful community. You can feel the difference of a town that
encourages their library & the citizens. The pubilic library is the only local
community resource that is truly welcoming to all and willing & able to
offer something uniquely individual to each member of the community at
all ages, economic levels & abilities. A healthy, well stocked & staffed
library is both a necessary & treasure for a well rounded educated life,
community & state.

Britt Drewes-Conley, Idaho Falls, ID

My public library is so important to me that when my county library
decided to part ways with the city library my wife and | decided to pay
extra to be able to keep using the city library. | haven't lived in Idaho that
long (only 12 years) but since retiring, the library has become a central
part of my life. It is one of the reasons | stay in Idaho instead of moving.

Our librarians are great. They make you feel welcome, know their patrons,
are willing to help, give great suggestions on what to read, and help us
stay abreast of current events that affect the libraries all over the nation.
Our library has activities for all ages. In addition to its yearlong challenge,
it offers seasonal challenges. These challenges have led me to read
genres and things | wouldn't have read otherwise. Even though | have
been exposed to many cultures and lifestyles | feel my library has helped
me to become a better world citizen.

David Johnson, Idaho Falls
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The library with all its books provides a way to travel to different lands,
times, and even don different identities and experience "life in their shoes".
What | have learned from these books has made me more appreciative
of the life that | have.

Even though the library houses books, it is a small community where like-
minded people come together to discuss books, to learn different hobbies
i.e. cake decorating and just get together to have fun and enjoy each
other's company. Some of my closest friends have been through library
sponsored activities.

Cindy Johnson

Sdfasdfa
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