
Return to the 3rd floor desk by 

November 14, 2020.  

(Late ballots will not be accepted) 

Thank you for voting for the 2021 

Book Club in a Bag Collection! 



• Where do these titles come from? 

• Book clubs, IFPL readers, and IFPL Librarians nominated all of the titles in this 

ballot 

• Can I vote online? 

• Sure! Visit the www.ifpl.org and tell all of your friends about it! 

• Why isn’t the book I nominated on the ballot? 

• If a book isn’t available in paperback by the end of the year, we will not have 

it on the ballot. 

• When will this set be available for check-out? 

• The 2021 sets will be ready for groups to check-out by January 15, 2021.   

• Is this book “clean”? 

• Well, that can be a tough question to answer.  There are many places you can 

refer to to determine if the title is right for your book group, and we’d be happy 

to give you a list of resources to help you. 

 

• Sets can’t be put on request. 

• Sets must be checked-out and checked-in only at the 3rd floor desk; please don’t 

return them to the book-drop, or give them to anyone other than the librarians on 

the 3rd floor. 

• Sets check-out for no more than 6 weeks, and the book sets cannot be renewed. 

• If a book is missing from the set, the person who checked-out the set will be                    

financially responsible for the missing book.  
 

We’re happy to answer your questions about this                 

or anything else.  Please call (208.612.8462) or                    

email Liza(levans@ifpl.org). 



Non-Fiction titles… 

 

Please vote for 10 books to be added to 

the 2021 Book Club in a Box collection! 

 Smoke Gets In Your Eyes by Caitlyn Doughty 

An unusual coming-of-age story full of bizarre encounters and unforgettable scenes. Caring for dead bodies of every 

color, shape, and affliction, Caitlin soon becomes an intrepid explorer in the world of the dead. She describes how 

she swept ashes from the machines (and sometimes onto her clothes) and reveals the strange history of cremation 

and undertaking, marveling at bizarre and wonderful funeral practices from different cultures. 

Her eye-opening, candid, and often hilarious story is like going on a journey with your bravest friend to the cemetery 

at midnight. She demystifies death, leading us behind the black curtain of her unique profession. And she answers 

questions you didn’t know you had: Can you catch a disease from a corpse? How many dead bodies can you fit in a 

Dodge van? What exactly does a flaming skull look like? 

Honest and heartfelt, self-deprecating and ironic, Caitlin's engaging style makes this otherwise taboo topic both                

approachable and engrossing. Now a licensed mortician with an alternative funeral practice, Caitlin argues that our 

fear of dying warps our culture and society, and she calls for better ways of dealing with death (and our dead).  

 Zlata’s Diary: a Child’s Life in Wartime Sarajevo by Zlata Filipovic 

When Zlata’s Diary was first published at the height of the Bosnian War, it became an international bestseller and was 

compared to The Diary of Anne Frank, both for the freshness of its voice and the grimness of the world it describes. It 

begins as the day-today record of the life of a typical eleven-year-old girl, preoccupied by piano lessons and                       

birthday parties. But as war engulfs Sarajevo, Zlata Filipovic becomes a witness to food shortages and the deaths of 

friends and learns to wait out bombardments in a neighbor’s cellar. Yet throughout she remains courageous and              

observant. The result is a book that has the power to move and instruct readers a world away.  

 The Obesity Code: Unlocking the Secrets of Weight Loss by Jason Fung 

Everything you believe about how to lose weight is wrong. Weight gain and obesity are driven by hormones—in                  

everyone—and only by understanding the effects of insulin and insulin resistance can we achieve lasting weight loss. 

In this highly readable and provocative book, Dr. Jason Fung sets out an original, robust theory of obesity that                       

provides startling insights into proper nutrition. In addition to his five basic steps, a set of lifelong habits that will                        

improve your health and control your insulin levels, Dr. Fung explains how to use intermittent fasting to break the                    

cycle of insulin resistance and reach a healthy weight—for good. 

 Geisha, a Life by Mineko Iwasaki 

Celebrated as the most successful geisha of her generation, Mineko Iwasaki was only five years old when she left her 

parents' home for the world of the geisha. For the next twenty-five years, she would live a life filled with extraordinary 

professional demands and rich rewards. She would learn the formal customs and language of the geisha, and study 

the ancient arts of Japanese dance and music. She would enchant kings and princes, captains of industry, and titans 

of the entertainment world, some of whom would become her dearest friends. Through great pride and                                  

determination, she would be hailed as one of the most prized geishas in Japan's history, and one of the last great 

practitioners of this now fading art form. 



Non-Fiction titles… 
In Geisha, a Life, Mineko Iwasaki tells her story, from her warm early childhood, to her intense yet privileged   

upbringing in the Iwasaki okiya (household), to her years as a renowned geisha, and finally, to her decision at 

the age of twenty-nine to retire and marry, a move that would mirror the demise of geisha culture. Mineko 

brings to life the beauty and wonder of Gion Kobu, a place that "existed in a world apart, a special realm 

whose mission and identity depended on preserving the time-honored traditions of the past." She illustrates 

how it coexisted within post-World War II Japan at a time when the country was undergoing its radical                    

transformation from a post-feudal society to a modern one.  

 Silent Souls Weeping: Depression-Sharing Stories, Finding Hope                                       

by Jane Clayson Johnson 

In a culture that strives for happiness and perfection, depression and mental illness are often surrounded by 

stigma, misunderstanding, and endless questions. In Silent Souls Weeping, bestselling author and nationally-

recognized journalist Jane Clayson Johnson hopes to change the LDS dialogue and cultural stigmas                            

surrounding mental illness. She vulnerably shares her own experience with depression along with the                             

experiences of many other Latter-day Saints, offering support to those suffering and understanding to those 

loving someone with depression.  

 March Book 1 by John Lewis  

 March is a vivid first-hand account of John Lewis’ lifelong struggle for civil and human rights, meditating in the 

modern age on the distance traveled since the days of Jim Crow and segregation. Rooted in Lewis’ personal 

story, it also reflects on the highs and lows of the broader civil rights movement. 

Book One spans John Lewis’ youth in rural Alabama, his life-changing meeting with Martin Luther King, Jr., the 

birth of the Nashville Student Movement, and their battle to tear down segregation through nonviolent lunch 

counter sit-ins, building to a stunning climax on the steps of City Hall.  

 H is for Hawk by Helen Macdonald 

When Helen Macdonald's father died suddenly on a London street, she was devastated. An experienced                

falconer—Helen had been captivated by hawks since childhood—she'd never before been tempted to train 

one of the most vicious predators, the goshawk. But in her grief, she saw that the goshawk's fierce and feral 

temperament mirrored her own. Resolving to purchase and raise the deadly creature as a means to cope 

with her loss, she adopted Mabel, and turned to the guidance of The Once and Future King author T.H. White's 

chronicle The Goshawk to begin her challenging endeavor. Projecting herself "in the hawk's wild mind to tame 

her" tested the limits of Macdonald's humanity and changed her life. 

 

 Young Men and Fire by Norman Maclean 

On August 5, 1949, a crew of fifteen of the United States Forest Service's elite airborne firefighters, The Smoke 

Jumpers, stepped into the sky above a remote forest fire in the Montana wilderness. Two hours after their jump, 

all but three of these men were dead or mortally burned from a "blowup" -- an explosive, 2,000-degree fire-

storm 300 feet deep and 200 feet tall -- a deadly explosion of flame and wind rarely encountered and little 

understood at the time.  Only seconds ahead of the approaching firestorm, the foreman, R. Wagner Dodge, 

throws himself into the ashes of an "escape fire " - and survives as most of his confused men run, their last                  

moments  obscured by smoke. The parents of the dead cry murder, charging that the foreman's fire killed their 

boys. Exactly what happened in Mann Gulch that day has been obscured by years of grief and controversy. 

Now a master storyteller finally gives the Mann Gulch fire its due as tragedy.  



Non-Fiction titles… 
 Devotion: an Epic Story of Heroism, Friendship, and Sacrifice by Adam Makos 

Devotion tells the inspirational story of the U.S. Navy’s most famous aviator duo: Lieutenant Tom Hudner, a white 

New Englander from the country-club scene, and Ensign Jesse Brown, an African American sharecropper’s son 

from Mississippi. Tom passed up Harvard to fly fighter planes for his country. Jesse became the navy’s first black 

carrier pilot to defend a nation that wouldn’t even serve him in a bar. 

 While much of America remained divided by segregation, Jesse and Tom joined forces as wingmen in Fighter 

Squadron 32. Adam Makos takes us into the cockpit as these bold young aviators cut their teeth at the world’s 

most dangerous job—landing on the deck of an aircraft carrier—a line of work that Jesse’s young wife, Daisy, 

struggles to accept. Then comes the war no one expected, in faraway Korea.  

 A Higher Call: an Incredibly True Story of Combat and Chivalry in the                  

War-Torn Skies of World War II by Adam Makos 

Long before George Takei braved new frontiers in Star Trek, he woke up as a four-year-old boy to find his own 

birth country at war with his father's -- and their entire family forced from their home into an uncertain future. 

In 1942, at the order of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, every person of Japanese descent on the west coast was 

rounded up and shipped to one of ten "relocation centers," hundreds or thousands of miles from home, where 

they would be held for years under armed guard. 

They Called Us Enemy is Takei's firsthand account of those years behind barbed wire, the joys and terrors of 

growing up under legalized racism, his mother's hard choices, his father's faith in democracy, and the way those 

experiences planted the seeds for his astonishing future.  

 Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt 

The Pulitzer Prize winning memoir of Frank McCourt, born in Depression-era Brooklyn to recent Irish immigrants 

and raised in the slums of Limerick, Ireland. Frank's mother, Angela, has no money to feed the children since 

Frank's father, Malachy, rarely works, and when he does he drinks his wages. Yet Malachy-- exasperating,        

irresponsible and beguiling-- does nurture in Frank an appetite for the one thing he can provide: a story. Frank 

lives for his father's tales of Cuchulain, who saved Ireland, and of the Angel on the Seventh Step, who brings his 

mother babies. 

Perhaps it is story that accounts for Frank's survival. Wearing rags for diapers, begging a pig's head for Christmas 

dinner and gathering coal from the roadside to light a fire, Frank endures poverty, near-starvation and the               

casual cruelty of relatives and neighbors--yet lives to tell his tale with eloquence, exuberance and remarkable 

forgiveness.  

 The American Spirit by David McCullough 

Over the course of his distinguished career, David McCullough has spoken before Congress, the White House,        

colleges and universities, historical societies, and other esteemed institutions. Now, at a time of self-reflection in 

America following a bitter election campaign that has left the country divided, McCullough has collected some 

of his most important speeches in a brief volume designed to identify important principles and characteristics 

that are particularly American. The American Spirit reminds us of core American values to which we all                        

subscribe, regardless of which region we live in, which political party we identify with, or our ethnic background. 

This is a book about America for all Americans that reminds us who we are and helps to guide us as we find our 

way forward.  



Non-Fiction titles… 

 Destiny of the Republic: a Tale of Madness, Medicine, and the Murder of a 

President by Candice Millard 

James A. Garfield was one of the most extraordinary men ever elected president. Born into abject poverty, he 

rose to become a wunderkind scholar, a Civil War hero, and a renowned and admired reformist congressman. 

Nominated for president against his will, he engaged in a fierce battle with the corrupt political establishment. But 

four months after his inauguration, a deranged office seeker tracked Garfield down and shot him in the back. 

But the shot didn’t kill Garfield. The drama of what happened subsequently is a powerful story of a nation in                      

turmoil. The unhinged assassin’s half-delivered strike shattered the fragile national mood of a country so recently 

fractured by civil war, and left the wounded president as the object of a bitter behind-the-scenes struggle for 

power—over his administration, over the nation’s future, and, hauntingly, over his medical care. A team of                     

physicians administered shockingly archaic treatments, to disastrous effect. As his condition worsened, Garfield 

received help: Alexander Graham Bell, the inventor of the telephone, worked around the clock to invent a new 

device capable of finding the bullet.  

 The Radium Girls: the Dark Story of America’s Shining Women by Kate Moore 

The Curies' newly discovered element of radium makes gleaming headlines across the nation as the fresh face of 

beauty, and wonder drug of the medical community. From body lotion to tonic water, the popular new element 

shines bright in the otherwise dark years of the First World War.  Meanwhile, hundreds of girls toil amidst the                    

glowing dust of the radium-dial factories. The glittering chemical covers their bodies from head to toe; they light 

up the night like industrious fireflies. With such a coveted job, these "shining girls" are the luckiest alive — until they 

begin to fall mysteriously ill.  But the factories that once offered golden opportunities are now ignoring all claims of 

the gruesome side effects, and the women's cries of corruption. And as the fatal poison of the radium takes hold, 

the brave shining girls find themselves embroiled in one of the biggest scandals of America's early 20th century, 

and in a groundbreaking battle for workers' rights that will echo for centuries to come. 

 Born a Crime by Trevor Noah 

Trevor Noah’s unlikely path from apartheid South Africa to the desk of The Daily Show began with a criminal act: 

his birth. Trevor was born to a white Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother at a time when such a union was                 

punishable by five years in prison. Living proof of his parents’ indiscretion, Trevor was kept mostly indoors for the 

earliest years of his life, bound by the extreme and often absurd measures his mother took to hide him from a      

government that could, at any moment, steal him away. Finally liberated by the end of South Africa’s tyrannical 

white rule, Trevor and his mother set forth on a grand adventure, living openly and freely and embracing the               

opportunities won by a centuries-long struggle.  

 An Invisible Thread by Laura Schroff 

She was a successful ad sales rep in Manhattan. He was a homeless, eleven-year-old panhandler on the street. 

He asked for spare change; she kept walking. But then something stopped her in her tracks, and she went back. 

And she continued to go back, again and again. They met up nearly every week for years and built an                             

unexpected, life-changing friendship that has today spanned almost three decades.  



Non-Fiction titles… 

 Just Mercy: a Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson 

Bryan Stevenson was a young lawyer when he founded the Equal Justice Initiative, a nonprofit law office in Mont-

gomery, Alabama, dedicated to defending the poor, the incarcerated, and the wrongly condemned. 

Just Mercy tells the story of EJI, from the early days with a small staff facing the nation’s highest death sentencing 

and execution rates, through a successful campaign to challenge the cruel practice of sentencing children to die 

in prison, to revolutionary projects designed to confront Americans with our history of racial injustice. 

One of EJI’s first clients was Walter McMillian, a young Black man who was sentenced to die for the murder of a 

young white woman that he didn’t commit. The case exemplifies how the death penalty in America is a direct 

descendant of lynching — a system that treats the rich and guilty better than the poor and innocent.  

 

 

 The Goblin Emperor by Katherine Addison 

The youngest, half-goblin son of the Emperor has lived his entire life in exile, distant from the Imperial Court and the 

deadly intrigue that suffuses it. But when his father and three sons in line for the throne are killed in an "accident," 

he has no choice but to take his place as the only surviving rightful heir. 

Entirely unschooled in the art of court politics, he has no friends, no advisors, and the sure knowledge that whoev-

er assassinated his father and brothers could make an attempt on his life at any moment. 

Surrounded by sycophants eager to curry favor with the naïve new emperor, and overwhelmed by the burdens of 

his new life, he can trust nobody. Amid the swirl of plots to depose him, offers of arranged marriages, and the 

specter of the unknown conspirators who lurk in the shadows, he must quickly adjust to life as the Goblin Emperor. 

All the while, he is alone, and trying to find even a single friend... and hoping for the possibility of romance, yet 

also vigilant against the unseen enemies that threaten him, lest he lose his throne – or his life.  

 And Only to Deceive by Tasha Alexander 

For Emily, accepting the proposal of Philip, the Viscount Ashton, was an easy way to escape her overbearing 

mother, who was set on a grand society match. So when Emily's dashing husband died on safari soon after their 

wedding, she felt little grief. After all, she barely knew him. Now, nearly two years later, she discovers that Philip 

was a far different man from the one she had married so cavalierly. His journals reveal him to have been a                   

gentleman scholar and antiquities collector who, to her surprise, was deeply in love with his wife. Emily becomes 

fascinated with this new image of her dead husband and she immerses herself in all things ancient and begins to 

study Greek. 

Emily's intellectual pursuits and her desire to learn more about Philip take her to the quiet corridors of the British     

Museum, one of her husband's favorite places. There, amid priceless ancient statues, she uncovers a dark,                      

dangerous secret involving stolen artifacts from the Greco-Roman galleries. And to complicate matters, she's              

juggling two very prominent and wealthy suitors, one of whose intentions may go beyond the marrying kind. As 

she sets out to solve the crime, her search leads to more surprises about Philip and causes her to question the role 

in Victorian society to which she, as a woman, is relegated. 

Fiction titles… 

Remember, please vote for just the 10 books you’d like to be added                                                                         

to the 2021 Book Club in a Bag collection. 

Return your ballot at the IFPL 3rd Floor desk by November 14, 2020.  

Thank you for your participation! 



Fiction titles… 

 Lovely War by Julie Berry 

It's 1917, and World War I is at its zenith when Hazel and James first catch sight of each other at a London party. 

She's a shy and talented pianist; he's a newly minted soldier with dreams of becoming an architect. When they 

fall in love, it's immediate and deep--and cut short when James is shipped off to the killing fields. 

Aubrey Edwards is also headed toward the trenches. A gifted musician who's played Carnegie Hall, he's a              

member of the 15th New York Infantry, an all-African-American regiment being sent to Europe to help end the 

Great War. Love is the last thing on his mind. But that's before he meets Colette Fournier, a Belgian chanteuse 

who's already survived unspeakable tragedy at the hands of the Germans. 

Thirty years after these four lovers' fates collide, the Greek goddess Aphrodite tells their stories to her husband, 

Hephaestus, and her lover, Ares, in a luxe Manhattan hotel room at the height of World War II. She seeks to               

answer the age-old question: Why are Love and War eternally drawn to one another? But her quest for a                    

conclusion that will satisfy her jealous husband uncovers a multi-threaded tale of prejudice, trauma, and music 

and reveals that War is no match for the power of Love.  

 The Watsons Go to Birmingham-1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis 

The Newbery Honor-winning American classic, The Watsons Go to Birmingham--1963 , celebrates 20 years with 

this anniversary edition featuring a special letter from Christopher Paul Curtis and an introduction by noted                    

educator Dr. Pauletta Bracy. 

Enter the hilarious world of ten-year-old Kenny and his family, the Weird Watsons of Flint, Michigan. There's                

Momma, Dad, little sister Joetta, and brother Byron, who's thirteen and an "official juvenile delinquent." When 

Momma and Dad decide it's time for a visit to Grandma, Dad comes home with the amazing Ultra-Glide, and 

the Watsons set out on a trip like no other. They're heading South to Birmingham, Alabama, toward one of the 

darkest moments in America's history.  

 The Persian Pickle Club by Sandra Dallas 

It is the 1930s, and hard times have hit Harveyville, Kansas, where the crops are burning up, and there's not a job 

to be found. For Queenie Bean, a young farm wife, a highlight of each week is the gathering of the Persian Pick-

le Club, a group of local ladies dedicated to improving their minds, exchanging gossip, and putting their quilting 

skills to good use. When a new member of the club stirs up a dark secret, the women must band together to 

support and protect one another. In her magical, memorable novel, Sandra Dallas explores the ties that unite 

women through good times and bad.  

 The Language of Flowers by Vanessa Diffenbaugh 

The Victorian language of flowers was used to convey romantic expressions: honeysuckle for devotion, asters for 

patience, and red roses for love. But for Victoria Jones, it’s been more useful in communicating mistrust and soli

tude. After a childhood spent in the foster-care system, she is unable to get close to anybody, and her only con-

nection to the world is through flowers and their meanings. Now eighteen and emancipated from the system 

with nowhere to go, Victoria realizes she has a gift for helping others through the flowers she chooses for them. 

But an unexpected encounter with a mysterious stranger has her questioning what’s been missing in her life. And 

when she’s forced to confront a painful secret from her past, she must decide whether it’s worth risking every

thing for a second chance at happiness.  



Fiction titles… 

 It All Comes Back to You by Beth Duke 

Veronica "Ronni" Johnson, licensed practical nurse and aspiring writer, meets the captivating Violet in the                       

assisted living facility where Violet requires no assistance, just lots of male attention. When she dies, she leaves 

Ronni a very generous bequest―only if Ronni completes a book about her life within one year. As she's drawn 

into the world of young Violet, Ronni is mesmerized by life in a simpler time. It's an irresistible journey filled with 

revelations, some of them about men Ronni knew as octogenarians at Fairfield Springs. 

Struggling, insecure, flailing at the keyboard, Ronni juggles her patients, a new boyfriend, and a Samsonite                

factory of emotional baggage as she tries to craft a manuscript before her deadline. 

But then the secrets start to emerge, some of them in person. And they don't stop. 

Everything changes.  

 Me & Emma by Elizabeth Flock 

The title characters in Me & Emma are very nearly photographic opposites--8-year-old Carrie, the raven-haired 

narrator, is timid and introverted, while her little sister Emma is a tow-headed powerhouse with no sense of fear. 

The girls live in a terrible situation: they depend on an unstable mother that has never recovered from her                       

husband's murder, their stepfather beats them regularly, and they must forage on their own for food. Stop here 

and you have a story told many times before, as fiction and nonfiction in tales like Ellen Foster, or I Know Why the 

Caged Bird Sings --stories in which a young girl reveals the horrors of her childhood. Me & Emma differentiates 

itself with a spectacular finish, shocking the reader and turning the entire story on its head. Through several twists 

and turns the reader learns that things are not quite the way our narrator led us to believe and everything                 

crescendos in a way that (like all good thrillers) immediately makes you want to go back and read the whole 

book again from the start. 

 Memoirs of a Geisha by Arthur Golden 

In Memoirs of a Geisha, we enter a world where appearances are paramount; where a girl's virginity is                     

auctioned to the highest bidder; where women are trained to beguile the most powerful men; and where love is 

scorned as illusion. It is a unique and triumphant work of fiction - at once romantic, erotic, suspenseful - and 

completely unforgettable.   

 The Ten Thousand Doors of January by Alix E. Harrow 

In a sprawling mansion filled with peculiar treasures, January Scaller is a curiosity herself. As the ward of the 

wealthy Mr. Locke, she feels little different from the artifacts that decorate the halls: carefully maintained, largely 

ignored, and utterly out of place. 

Then she finds a strange book. A book that carries the scent of other worlds, and tells a tale of secret doors, of 

love, adventure and danger. Each page turn reveals impossible truths about the world and January discovers a 

story increasingly entwined with her own.  

 Magpie Murders by Anthony Horowitz 

When editor Susan Ryeland is given the manuscript of Alan Conway’s latest novel, she has no reason to think it 

will be much different from any of his others. After working with the bestselling crime writer for years, she's                   

intimately familiar with his detective, Atticus Pünd, who solves mysteries disturbing sleepy English villages. An 

homage to queens of classic British crime such as Agatha Christie and Dorothy Sayers, Alan’s traditional formula 

has proved hugely successful. So successful that Susan must continue to put up with his troubling behavior if she 

wants to keep her job.  
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 A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini 

A breathtaking story set against the volatile events of Afghanistan's last thirty years—from the Soviet invasion to 

the reign of the Taliban to post-Taliban rebuilding—that puts the violence, fear, hope, and faith of this country in 

intimate, human terms. It is a tale of two generations of characters brought jarringly together by the tragic 

sweep of war, where personal lives—the struggle to survive, raise a family, find happiness—are inextricable from 

the history playing out around them.  

 The Map of Salt and Stars by Zeyn Joukhadar 

A deep immersion into the richly varied cultures of the Middle East and North Africa, The Map of Salt and Stars 

follows the journeys of Nour and Rawiya as they travel along identical paths across the region eight hundred 

years apart, braving the unknown beside their companions as they are pulled by the promise of reaching home 

at last.  

 The Stationery Shop by Marjan Kamali 

Roya, a dreamy, idealistic teenager living amid the political upheaval of 1953 Tehran, finds a literary oasis in 

kindly Mr. Fakhri’s neighborhood stationery shop, stocked with books and pens and bottles of jewel-colored ink. 

Then Mr. Fakhri, with a keen instinct for a budding romance, introduces Roya to his other favorite customer—

handsome Bahman, who has a burning passion for justice and a love for Rumi’s poetry—and she loses her heart 

at once. Their romance blossoms, and the little stationery shop remains their favorite place in all of Tehran. 

A few short months later, on the eve of their marriage, Roya agrees to meet Bahman at the town square when 

violence erupts—a result of the coup d’etat that forever changes their country’s future. In the chaos, Bahman 

never shows. For weeks, Roya tries desperately to contact him, but her efforts are fruitless. With a sorrowful heart, 

she moves on—to college in California, to another man, to a life in New England—until, more than sixty years 

later, an accident of fate leads her back to Bahman and offers her a chance to ask him the questions that have 

haunted her for more than half a century: Why did you leave? Where did you go? How is it that you were able 

to forget me?  

 Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly 

New York socialite Caroline Ferriday has her hands full with her post at the French consulate and a new love on 

the horizon. But Caroline’s world is forever changed when Hitler’s army invades Poland in September 1939—and 

then sets its sights on France. 

 An ocean away from Caroline, Kasia Kuzmerick, a Polish teenager, senses her carefree youth disappearing as 

she is drawn deeper into her role as courier for the underground resistance movement. In a tense atmosphere of 

watchful eyes and suspecting neighbors, one false move can have dire consequences. 

 For the ambitious young German doctor, Herta Oberheuser, an ad for a government medical position seems 

her ticket out of a desolate life. Once hired, though, she finds herself trapped in a male-dominated realm of      

Nazi secrets and power. 

 The lives of these three women are set on a collision course when the unthinkable happens and Kasia is sent to 

Ravensbrück, the notorious Nazi concentration camp for women. Their stories cross continents—from New York 

to Paris, Germany, and Poland—as Caroline and Kasia strive to bring justice to those whom history has forgotten.  
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The Silent Patient by Alex Michaelides

Alicia Berenson’s life is seemingly perfect. A famous painter married to an in-demand fashion photographer, she 

lives in a grand house with big windows overlooking a park in one of London’s most desirable areas. One

evening her husband Gabriel returns home late from a fashion shoot, and Alicia shoots him five times in the 

face, and then never speaks another word. 

Alicia’s refusal to talk, or give any kind of explanation, turns a domestic tragedy into something far grander, a 

mystery that captures the public imagination and casts Alicia into notoriety. The price of her art skyrockets, and 

she, the silent patient, is hidden away from the tabloids and spotlight at the Grove, a secure forensic unit in 

North London. 

Theo Faber is a criminal psychotherapist who has waited a long time for the opportunity to work with Alicia. His 

determination to get her to talk and unravel the mystery of why she shot her husband takes him down a twisting 

path into his own motivations—a search for the truth that threatens to consume him...  

Big Little Lies by Liane Moriarty

A murder...A tragic accident...Or just parents behaving badly? What’s indisputable is that someone is dead. 

Madeline is a force to be reckoned with. She’s funny, biting, and passionate; she remembers everything and 

forgives no one. Celeste is the kind of beautiful woman who makes the world stop and stare but she is paying a 

price for the illusion of perfection. New to town, single mom Jane is so young that another mother mistakes her 

for a nanny. She comes with a mysterious past and a sadness beyond her years. These three women are at dif-

ferent crossroads, but they will all wind up in the same shocking place.  

Touch by Claire North

Kepler had never meant to die this way — viciously beaten to death by a stinking vagrant in a dark back alley. 

But when reaching out to the murderer for salvation in those last dying moments, a sudden switch takes place. 

Now Kepler is looking out through the eyes of the killer himself, staring down at a broken and ruined body lying in 

the dirt of the alley. 

Instead of dying, Kepler has gained the ability to roam from one body to another, to jump into another person’s 

skin and see through their eyes, live their life — be it for a few minutes, a few months or a lifetime. 

Kepler means these host bodies no harm — and even comes to cherish them intimately like lovers. But when one 

host, Josephine Cebula, is brutally assassinated, Kepler embarks on a mission to seek the truth — and avenge 

Josephine’s death.  

Spinning Silver by Naomi Novik

Miryem is the daughter and granddaughter of moneylenders, but her father's inability to collect his debts has left 

his family on the edge of poverty--until Miryem takes matters into her own hands. Hardening her heart, the 

young woman sets out to claim what is owed and soon gains a reputation for being able to turn silver into gold. 

When an ill-advised boast draws the attention of the king of the Staryk--grim fey creatures who seem more ice 

than flesh--Miryem's fate, and that of two kingdoms, will be forever altered. Set an impossible challenge by the 

nameless king, Miryem unwittingly spins a web that draws in a peasant girl, Wanda, and the unhappy daughter 

of a local lord who plots to wed his child to the dashing young tsar. 

But Tsar Mirnatius is not what he seems. And the secret he hides threatens to consume the lands of humans and 

Staryk alike. Torn between deadly choices, Miryem and her two unlikely allies embark on a desperate quest that 

will take them to the limits of sacrifice, power, and love.  



Fiction titles… 

 Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult 

Ruth Jefferson is a labor and delivery nurse at a Connecticut hospital with more than twenty years' experience. 

During her shift, Ruth begins a routine checkup on a newborn, only to be told a few minutes later that she's been 

reassigned to another patient. The parents are white supremacists and don't want Ruth, who is African                        

American, to touch their child. The hospital complies with their request, but the next day, the baby goes into 

cardiac distress while Ruth is alone in the nursery. Does she obey orders or does she intervene? 

Ruth hesitates before performing CPR and, as a result, is charged with a serious crime. Kennedy McQuarrie, a 

white public defender, takes her case but gives unexpected advice: Kennedy insists that mentioning race in the 

courtroom is not a winning strategy. Conflicted by Kennedy's counsel, Ruth tries to keep life as normal as                       

possible for her family—especially her teenage son—as the case becomes a media sensation. As the trial moves 

forward, Ruth and Kennedy must gain each other's trust, and come to see that what they've been taught their 

whole lives about others—and themselves—might be wrong.  

 The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek by Kim Michele Richardson 

Blue-skinned 19-year-old Cussy Carter joins the historical Pack Horse Library Project of Kentucky and becomes a 

librarian, riding across slippery creek beds and up treacherous mountains on her faithful mule to deliver books 

and other reading material to the impoverished hill people of Eastern Kentucky. 

Along her dangerous route, Cussy, known to the mountain folk as Bluet, confronts those suspicious of her                    

damselfly-blue skin and the government's new book program. She befriends hardscrabble and complex fellow 

Kentuckians, and is fiercely determined to bring comfort and joy, instill literacy, and give to those who have 

nothing, a bookly respite, a fleeting retreat to faraway lands. 

Inspired by the true and historical blue-skinned people of Kentucky and the brave and dedicated Kentucky 

Pack Horse library service, The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek showcases a bold and unique tale of the 

Packhorse Librarians in literary novels—a story of fierce strength and one woman's belief that books can carry us 

anywhere—even back home.  

 Skyward by Brandon Sanderson 

Defeated, crushed, and driven almost to extinction, the remnants of the human race are trapped on a planet 

that is constantly attacked by mysterious alien starfighters. Spensa, a teenage girl living among them, longs to 

be a pilot. When she discovers the wreckage of an ancient ship, she realizes this dream might be possible—

assuming she can repair the ship, navigate flight school, and (perhaps most importantly) persuade the strange 

machine to help her. Because this ship, uniquely, appears to have a soul.  

 The Deep by Rivers Solomon 

Yetu holds the memories for her people—water-dwelling descendants of pregnant African slave women thrown 

overboard by slave owners—who live idyllic lives in the deep. Their past, too traumatic to be remembered                   

regularly, is forgotten by everyone, save one—the historian. This demanding role has been bestowed on Yetu. 

Yetu remembers for everyone, and the memories, painful and wonderful, traumatic and terrible and miraculous, 

are destroying her. And so, she flees to the surface, escaping the memories, the expectations, and the                                         

responsibilities—and discovers a world her people left behind long ago. 

Yetu will learn more than she ever expected to about her own past—and about the future of her people. If they 

are all to survive, they’ll need to reclaim the memories, reclaim their identity—and own who they really are. 

 



Fiction titles… 

 Once Upon a River by Diane Setterfield 

On a dark midwinter’s night in an ancient inn on the river Thames, an extraordinary event takes place. The              

regulars are telling stories to while away the dark hours, when the door bursts open on a grievously wounded 

stranger. In his arms is the lifeless body of a small child. Hours later, the girl stirs, takes a breath and returns to life. 

Is it a miracle? Is it magic? Or can science provide an explanation? These questions have many answers, some 

of them quite dark indeed. Once Upon a River is a glorious tapestry of a book that combines folklore and                 

science, magic and myth. Suspenseful, romantic, and richly atmospheric, the beginning of this novel will sweep 

you away on a powerful current of storytelling, transporting you through worlds both real and imagined, to the 

triumphant conclusion whose depths will continue to give up their treasures long after the last page is turned.  

 The Thirteenth Tale by Diane Setterfield 

The enigmatic Winter has spent six decades creating various outlandish life histories for herself -- all of them                  

inventions that have brought her fame and fortune but have kept her violent and tragic past a secret. Now old 

and ailing, she at last wants to tell the truth about her extraordinary life. She summons biographer Margaret Lea, 

a young woman for whom the secret of her own birth, hidden by those who loved her most, remains an                          

ever-present pain. Struck by a curious parallel between Miss Winter's story and her own, Margaret takes on the 

commission. 

As Vida disinters the life she meant to bury for good, Margaret is mesmerized. It is a tale of gothic strangeness 

featuring the Angelfield family, including the beautiful and willful Isabelle, the feral twins Adeline and Emmeline, 

a ghost, a governess, a topiary garden and a devastating fire. 

Margaret succumbs to the power of Vida's storytelling but remains suspicious of the author's sincerity. She                     

demands the truth from Vida, and together they confront the ghosts that have haunted them while becoming, 

finally, transformed by the truth themselves.  

 The Fountains of Silence by Ruta Sepetys 

Madrid, 1957. Under the fascist dictatorship of General Francisco Franco, Spain is hiding a dark secret.                       

Meanwhile, tourists and foreign businessmen flood into Spain under the welcoming promise of sunshine and 

wine. Among them is eighteen-year-old Daniel Matheson, the son of an oil tycoon, who arrives in Madrid with his 

parents hoping to connect with the country of his mother's birth through the lens of his camera. Photography--

and fate--introduce him to Ana, whose family's interweaving obstacles reveal the lingering grasp of the Spanish 

Civil War--as well as chilling definitions of fortune and fear. Daniel's photographs leave him with uncomfortable 

questions amidst shadows of danger. He is backed into a corner of difficult decisions to protect those he loves. 

Lives and hearts collide, revealing an incredibly dark side to the sunny Spanish city.  

 Heartless by Anne Elisabeth Stengl 

Princess Una of Parumvir has come of age and will soon marry. She dreams of a charming prince, but when her 

first suitor arrives, he's not what she'd hoped. Prince Aethelbald of mysterious Farthestshore has travelled a great 

distance to prove his love--and also to bring hushed warnings of danger. A dragon is rumored to be on the hunt 

and blazing a path of terror. 

Una, smitten instead with a more dashing prince, refuses Aethelbald's offer--and ignores his cautions with dire 

consequences. Soon the Dragon King himself is in Parumvir and Una, in giving her heart away unwisely, finds         

herself in his sights. Only those courageous enough to risk everything have a hope of fighting off this advancing 

evil.   



Fiction titles… 

 A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles 

A Gentleman in Moscow immerses us in another elegantly drawn era with the story of Count Alexander Rostov. 

When, in 1922, he is deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, the count is sentenced to house 

arrest in the Metropol, a grand hotel across the street from the Kremlin. Rostov, an indomitable man of erudition 

and wit, has never worked a day in his life, and must now live in an attic room while some of the most tumultu-

ous decades in Russian history are unfolding outside the hotel’s doors. Unexpectedly, his reduced circumstances 

provide him a doorway into a much larger world of emotional discovery.  

 The Martian by Andy Weir 

Six days ago, astronaut Mark Watney became one of the first people to walk on Mars. 

Now, he’s sure he’ll be the first person to die there. 

After a dust storm nearly kills him and forces his crew to evacuate while thinking him dead, Mark finds himself 

stranded and completely alone with no way to even signal Earth that he’s alive—and even if he could get word 

out, his supplies would be gone long before a rescue could arrive. 

Chances are, though, he won’t have time to starve to death. The damaged machinery, unforgiving environ

ment, or plain-old “human error” are much more likely to kill him first. 

But Mark isn’t ready to give up yet. Drawing on his ingenuity, his engineering skills — and a relentless, dogged 

refusal to quit — he steadfastly confronts one seemingly insurmountable obstacle after the next. Will his                       

resourcefulness be enough to overcome the impossible odds against him?  

 The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead 

Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia. Life is hell for all the slaves, but especially bad for Cora; an 

outcast even among her fellow Africans, she is coming into womanhood—where even greater pain awaits. 

When Caesar, a recent arrival from Virginia, tells her about the Underground Railroad, they decide to take a 

terrifying risk and escape. Matters do not go as planned—Cora kills a young white boy who tries to capture her. 

Though they manage to find a station and head north, they are being hunted.  Like the protagonist of Gulliver’s 

Travels, Cora encounters different worlds at each stage of her journey—hers is an odyssey through time as well 

as space. As Whitehead brilliantly re-creates the unique terrors for black people in the pre–Civil War era, his              

narrative seamlessly weaves the saga of America from the brutal importation of Africans to the unfulfilled    

promises of the present day. The Underground Railroad is at once a kinetic adventure tale of one woman’s            

ferocious will to escape the horrors of bondage and a shattering, powerful meditation on the history we all 

share.  

 Stealing Home by Sherryl Woods 

Maddie Townsend might live in a town called Serenity and have the best friends a woman could ask for, but her 

life is overturned when her husband leaves her for a younger woman. With her three children heartbroken from 

the change, Maddie has a lot to contend with. On top of it all, after years outside the workforce, she must dust 

off her business skills to take charge of her best friends’ newest project—planning the town’s only fitness spa for 

women. 

When her son’s developing anger issues begin to affect his passion for baseball, Maddie knows she must step in 

to help. She didn’t expect to develop feelings for her son’s coach, the handsome Cal Maddox, and to learn he 

has feelings for her, too. But gossip travels quickly in a small town, and Maddie and Cal’s relationship may 

threaten both their reputations and careers. 

Then again, he could be the one man in all of South Carolina who can help her find serenity after all.  


