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November 15, 2018 
 

(late ballots will not be accepted) 

Thank you for voting for the 2019 

Book Club in a Bag Collection! 



2 

 

• Where do these titles come from? 

• Book clubs, IFPL readers, and IFPL Librarians nominated all of the             

titles in this ballot 

 

• Can I vote online? 

• Sure! Visit the www.ifpl.org and tell all of your friends about it! 

 

• Why isn’t the book I nominated on the ballot? 

• If a book isn’t available in paperback by the end of the year, we 

will not have it on the ballot. 

 

• When will this set be available for check-out? 

• The 2019 sets will be ready for groups to check-out by                        

January 15, 2019.   

 

• Is this book “clean”? 

• Well, that can be a tough question to answer.  There are many 

places you can refer to to determine if the title is right for your book 

group, and we’d be happy to give you a list of resources to help 

you. 
 

 

• Sets can’t be put on request. 

• Sets must be checked-out and checked-in only at the 3rd floor desk-

please don’t return them to the book-drop, or give them to anyone 

other than the librarians on the 3rd floor. 

• Sets check-out for no more than 6 weeks, and the book sets cannot be                  

renewed. 

• If a book is missing from the set, the person who checked-out the set 

will be financially responsible for the missing book.  
 

  

We’re happy to answer your questions about this     

or anything else.  Please call (612.8462) or                    

email Liza(levans@ifpl.org). 
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� AT THE EXISTENTIALIST CAFÉ by Sarah Bakewell // At the Existentialist Café tells the story of modern                               
existentialism as one of passionate encounters between people, minds and ideas. From the ‘king and queen 
of existentialism'–Sartre and de Beauvoir–to their wider circle of friends and adversaries including Albert             
Camus, Martin Heidegger, Maurice Merleau-Ponty and Iris Murdoch, this book is an enjoyable and original 
journey through a captivating intellectual movement. Weaving biography and thought, Sarah Bakewell takes 
us to the heart of a philosophy about life that also changed lives, and that tackled the biggest questions of 
all: what we are and how we are to live.  

� BEING GEORGE WASHINGTON by Glenn Beck //This is the amazing true story of a real-life superhero who wore 
no cape and possessed no special powers—yet changed the world forever. It’s a story about a man whose 
life reads as if it were torn from the pages of an action novel: Bullet holes through his clothing. Horses shot out 
from under him. Unimaginable hardship. Disease. Heroism. Spies and double-agents. And, of course, the             
unmistakable hand of Divine Providence that guided it all.   

� BEING MORTAL by Atul Gawande // Medicine has triumphed in modern times, transforming birth, injury, and 
infectious disease from harrowing to manageable. But in the inevitable condition of aging and death, the 
goals of medicine seem too frequently to run counter to the interest of the human spirit. Nursing homes,               
preoccupied with safety, pin patients into railed beds and wheelchairs. Hospitals isolate the dying, checking 
for vital signs long after the goals of cure have become moot. Doctors, committed to extending life, continue 
to carry out devastating procedures that in the end extends suffering. 
Gawande, a practicing surgeon, addresses his profession's ultimate limitation, arguing that quality of life is the 
desired goal for patients and families. Gawande offers examples of freer, more socially fulfilling models for     
assisting the infirm and dependent elderly, and he explores the varieties of hospice care to demonstrate that 
a person's last weeks or months may be rich and dignified.  

� BLACK KLANSMAN by Ron Stallworth // In 1978 the community of Colorado Springs, Colorado experienced a 
growth of Ku Klux Klan (KKK) membership. One man dared to challenge their effort and thwart attempts to 
take over the city, Police Detective Ron Stallworth. He launched an undercover investigation into the Klan, 
gained membership into the organization, briefly served as Duke's bodyguard, and was eventually asked to 
be the leader of the Colorado Springs chapter. The irony of this investigation was that Stallworth is… A Black 
man. In the process he battled internal departmental politics to successfully pull off this "sting." Black Klansman 
explains how he overcame these obstacles and accomplished this almost unbelievable unique                    
achievement.  

� THE BOOK OF MORMON // The Book of Mormon is a volume of scripture comparable to the Bible. It is a record 
of God's dealings with the ancient inhabitants of the Americas and contains, as does the Bible, the fullness of 
the everlasting gospel. 

� CAN’T WE TALK ABOUT SOMETHING MORE PLEASANT? by Roz Chast // In her first memoir, Roz Chast brings her 
signature wit to the topic of aging parents. Spanning the last several years of their lives and told through               
four-color cartoons, family photos, and documents, and a narrative as rife with laughs as it is with tears, 
Chast's memoir is both comfort and comic relief for anyone experiencing the life-altering loss of elderly               
parents.  

Non-Fiction titles… 

 
Please vote for 10 books to 

be added to the 2018 Book 

Club in a Box collection! 
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� A COLONY IN A NATION by Chris Hayes // America likes to tell itself that it inhabits a post racial world, yet 
nearly every empirical measure―wealth, unemployment, incarceration, school segregation―reveals that 
racial inequality has barely improved since 1968, when Richard Nixon became our first “law and order”                
president. With the clarity and originality that distinguished his prescient bestseller, Twilight of the Elites, Chris 
Hayes upends our national conversation on policing and democracy in a book of wide-ranging historical, 
social, and political analysis.  

� THE CRUELEST MILES by Gay Salisbury // When a deadly diphtheria epidemic swept through Nome, Alaska, in 
1925, the local doctor knew that without a fresh batch of antitoxin, his patients would die. The lifesaving             
serum was a thousand miles away, the port was icebound, and planes couldn't fly in blizzard conditions—
only the dogs could make it. The heroic dash of dog teams across the Alaskan wilderness to Nome inspired 
the annual Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race and immortalized Balto, the lead dog of the last team whose bronze 
statue still stands in New York City's Central Park. This is the greatest dog story, never fully told until now.  

� DARK MONEY: THE HIDDEN HISTORY OF THE BILLIONAIRES BEHIND THE RISE OF THE RADICAL RIGHT by Jane 
Mayer // Jane Mayer spent five years conducting hundreds of interviews-including with several sources   
within the network-and scoured public records, private papers, and court proceedings in reporting this book. 
In a taut and utterly convincing narrative, she traces the byzantine trail of the billions of dollars spent by the 
network and provides vivid portraits of the colorful figures behind the new American oligarchy.  

� DREAMLAND: THE TRUE TALE OF AMERICA’S OPIATE EPIDEMIC by Sam Quinones // In fascinating detail, Sam 
Quinones chronicles how, over the past 15 years, enterprising sugar cane farmers in a small county on the 
west coast of Mexico created a unique distribution system that brought black tar heroin—the cheapest, 
most addictive form of the opiate, 2 to 3 times purer than its white powder cousin—to the veins of people 
across the United States. Communities where heroin had never been seen before—from Charlotte, NC and 
Huntington, WVA, to Salt Lake City and Portland, OR—were overrun with it. Local police and residents were 
stunned. How could heroin, long considered a drug found only in the dense, urban environments along the 
East Coast, and trafficked into the United States by enormous Colombian drug cartels, be so incredibly  
ubiquitous in the American heartland? Who was bringing it here, and perhaps more importantly, why were 
so many townspeople suddenly eager for the comparatively cheap high it offered?  

� EMPTY MANSION by Bill Dedman // When Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist Bill Dedman noticed in 2009 a grand 
home for sale, unoccupied for nearly sixty years, he stumbled through a surprising portal into American                
history. Empty Mansions is a rich mystery of wealth and loss, connecting the Gilded Age opulence of the 
nineteenth century with a twenty-first-century battle over a $300 million inheritance. At its heart is a reclusive 
heiress named Huguette Clark, a woman so secretive that, at the time of her death at age 104, no new  
photograph of her had been seen in decades. Though she owned palatial homes in California, New York, 
and Connecticut, why had she lived for twenty years in a simple hospital room, despite being in excellent 
health? Why were her valuables being sold off? Was she in control of her fortune, or controlled by those 
managing her money?  

� THE EVANGELICALS: THE STRUGGLE TO SHAPE AMERICA by Frances Fitzgerald // This groundbreaking book 
from Pulitzer Prize-–winning historian Frances FitzGerald is the first to tell the powerful, dramatic story of the 
Evangelical movement in America—from the Puritan era to the 2016 presidential election. 
The evangelical movement began in the revivals of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, known in 
America as the Great Awakenings. A populist rebellion against the established churches, it became the 
dominant religious force in the country. Evangelicals have in many ways defined the nation. They have 
shaped our culture and our politics. Frances FitzGerald’s narrative of this distinctively American movement is 
a major work of history, piecing together the centuries-long story for the first time. Evangelicals now                      
constitute twenty-five percent of the American population, but they are no longer monolithic in their politics. 
They range from Tea Party supporters to social reformers. Still, with the decline of religious faith generally,              
FitzGerald suggests that evangelical churches must embrace ethnic minorities if they are to survive.  

Non-Fiction titles… 
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� EVICTED: POVERTY AND PROFIT IN THE AMERICAN CITY by Matthew Desmond // In this brilliant, heartbreaking book, 
Matthew Desmond takes us into the poorest neighborhoods of Milwaukee to tell the story of eight families on the 
edge. Arleen is a single mother trying to raise her two sons on the $20 a month she has left after paying for their 
rundown apartment. Scott is a gentle nurse consumed by a heroin addiction. Lamar, a man with no legs and a 
neighborhood full of boys to look after, tries to work his way out of debt. Vanetta participates in a botched 
stickup after her hours are cut. All are spending almost everything they have on rent, and all have fallen behind. 
Based on years of embedded fieldwork and painstakingly gathered data, this masterful book transforms our              
understanding of extreme poverty and economic exploitation while providing fresh ideas for solving a                           
devastating, uniquely American problem. Its unforgettable scenes of hope and loss remind us of the centrality of 
home, without which nothing else is possible.  

� THE EVOLUTION OF BEAUTY by Richard Prum // A reimagining of how evolutionary forces work, revealing how            
mating preferences--what Darwin termed 'the taste for the beautiful'--create the extraordinary range of ornament 
in the animal world. 

� FORTY AUTUMNS: A FAMILY’S STORY OF COURAGE AND SURVIVAL ON BOTH SIDES OF THE BERLIN WALL by                    
Nina Willner // In this illuminating and deeply moving memoir, a former American military intelligence officer goes 
beyond traditional Cold War espionage tales to tell the true story of her family—of five women separated by the 
Iron Curtain for more than forty years, and their miraculous reunion after the fall of the Berlin Wall.  

� THE GIRL WITH SEVEN NAMES by Hyeonseo Lee // This is the unique story not only of Hyeonseo’s escape from the 
darkness into the light, but also of her coming of age, education and the resolve she found to rebuild her life – not 
once, but twice – first in China, then in South Korea. Strong, brave and eloquent, this memoir is a triumph of her 
remarkable spirit.  

� GIVE US THE BALLOT: THE MODERN STRUGGLE FOR VOTING RIGHTS IN AMERICA by Ari Berman // In this                      
groundbreaking narrative history, Ari Berman charts both the transformation of American democracy under the 
VRA and the counterrevolution that has sought to limit voting rights, from 1965 to the present day. The act                   
enfranchised millions of Americans and is widely regarded as the crowning achievement of the civil rights                
movement. And yet, fifty years later, we are still fighting heated battles over race, representation, and political 
power, with lawmakers devising new strategies to keep minorities out of the voting booth and with the Supreme 
Court declaring a key part of the Voting Rights Act unconstitutional.  

� GRANT by Ron Chernow //Ulysses S. Grant's life has typically been misunderstood. All too often he is caricatured as 
a chronic loser and inept businessman, fond of drinking to excess; or as the triumphant but brutal Union general of 
the Civil War; or as a credulous and hapless president whose tenure came to symbolize the worst excesses of the 
Gilded Age. These stereotypes don't come close to capturing adequately his spirit and the sheer magnitude of his 
monumental accomplishments. A biographer at the height of his powers, Chernow has produced a portrait of 
Grant that is a masterpiece, the first to provide a complete understanding of the general and president whose 
fortunes rose and fell with dizzying speed and frequency.  

� HINDS’ FEET ON HIGH PLACES by Hannah Hurnard // In this moving tale, follow Much-Afraid on her spiritual journey 
as she overcomes many dangers and mounts at last to the High Places. There she gains a new name and is              
transformed by her union with the loving Shepherd.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

Non-Fiction titles… 
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� HITLER: ASCENT, 1889-1939 by Vollker Ullrich // For all the literature about Adolf Hitler there have been just four 
seminal biographies; this is the fifth, a landmark work that sheds important new light on Hitler himself. Drawing on 
previously unseen papers and a wealth of recent scholarly research, Volker Ullrich reveals the man behind the 
public persona, from Hitler's childhood to his failures as a young man in Vienna to his experiences during the First 
World War to his rise as a far-right party leader. Ullrich deftly captures Hitler's intelligence, instinctive grasp of              
politics, and gift for oratory as well as his megalomania, deep insecurity, and repulsive worldview. Many previous 
biographies have focused on the larger social conditions that explain the rise of the Third Reich. Ullrich gives us a 
comprehensive portrait of a postwar Germany humiliated by defeat, wracked by political crisis, and starved by 
an economic depression, but his real gift is to show vividly how Hitler used his ruthlessness and political talent to 
shape the Nazi party and lead it to power.   

� THE IMMORTAL LIFE OF HENRIETTA LACKS by Rebecca Skloot // Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know 
her as HeLa. She was a poor Southern tobacco farmer who worked the same land as her slave ancestors, yet her 
cells—taken without her knowledge—became one of the most important tools in medicine. The first “immortal” 
human cells grown in culture, they are still alive today, though she has been dead for more than sixty years. If you 
could pile all HeLa cells ever grown onto a scale, they’d weigh more than 50 million metric tons—as much as a 
hundred Empire State Buildings. HeLa cells were vital for developing the polio vaccine; uncovered secrets of 
cancer, viruses, and the atom bomb’s effects; helped lead to important advances like in vitro fertilization,               
cloning, and gene mapping; and have been bought and sold by the billions.  

� JUST MERCY by Bryan Stevenson // Bryan Stevenson was a young lawyer when he founded the Equal Justice            
Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to defending those most desperate and in need: the poor, the wrongly 
condemned, and women and children trapped in the farthest reaches of our criminal justice system. One of his 
first cases was that of Walter McMillian, a young man who was sentenced to die for a notorious murder he                
insisted he didn’t commit. The case drew Bryan into a tangle of conspiracy, political machination, and legal 
brinksmanship—and transformed his understanding of mercy and justice forever. 

� KISSES FROM KATIE by Katie Davis // What would cause an eighteen-year-old old senior class president and 
homecoming queen from Nashville, Tennessee, to disobey and disappoint her parents by forgoing college, 
break her little brother’s heart, lose all but a handful of her friends (because the rest of them think she has gone 
off the deep end), and break up with the love of her life, all so she could move to Uganda, where she knew only 
one person but didn’t know any of the language? A passion to make a difference. Katie Davis left over                 
Christmas break her senior year for a short mission trip to Uganda and her life was turned completely inside out.    

� LAB GIRL by Hope Jahren // Acclaimed scientist Hope Jahren has built three laboratories in which she’s studied 
trees, flowers, seeds, and soil. Her first book is a revelatory treatise on plant life—but it is also so much more.  Lab 
Girl is a book about work, love, and the mountains that can be moved when those two things come together. It 
is told through Jahren’s stories: about her childhood in rural Minnesota with an uncompromising mother and a 
father who encouraged hours of play in his classroom’s labs; about how she found a sanctuary in science, and 
learned to perform lab work done “with both the heart and the hands”; and about the inevitable                                  
disappointments, but also the triumphs and exhilarating discoveries, of scientific work. 
Yet at the core of this book is the story of a relationship Jahren forged with a brilliant, wounded man named Bill, 
who becomes her lab partner and best friend. Their sometimes rogue adventures in science take them from the 
Midwest across the United States and back again, over the Atlantic to the ever-light skies of the North Pole and 
to tropical Hawaii, where she and her lab currently make their home.   

 
 
 
 
 

 

Non-Fiction titles… 
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� A LIFE WORTH LIVING: ALBERT CAMUS AND THE QUEST FOR MEANING by Robert Zaretsky // In his Nobel Prize             
acceptance speech, Albert Camus declared that a writer's duty is twofold: "the refusal to lie about what one 
knows and the resistance against oppression." These twin obsessions help explain something of Camus'                     
remarkable character, which is the overarching subject of this sympathetic and lively book. Through an                     
exploration of themes that preoccupied Camus--absurdity, silence, revolt, fidelity, and moderation--Robert  
Zaretsky portrays a moralist who refused to be fooled by the nobler names we assign to our actions, and who 
pushed himself, and those about him, to challenge the status quo.  

� LOCKING UP OUR OWN: CRIME AND PUNISHMENT IN BLACK AMERICA by James Forman // In recent years, 
America’s criminal justice system has become the subject of an increasingly urgent debate. Critics have               
assailed the rise of mass incarceration, emphasizing its disproportionate impact on people of color. As James 
Forman, Jr., points out, however, the war on crime that began in the 1970s was supported by many African 
American leaders in the nation’s urban centers. In Locking Up Our Own, he seeks to understand why.   

� MADE TO CRAVE by Lysa TerKeurst // The reality is we were made to crave. Craving isn’t a bad thing. But we 
must realize God created us to crave more of him. Many of us have misplaced that craving by overindulging in 
physical pleasures instead of lasting spiritual satisfaction. If you are struggling with unhealthy eating habits, you 
can break the “I’ll start again Monday” cycle, and start feeling good about yourself today. Learn to stop                  
beating yourself up over the numbers on the scale. Discover that your weight loss struggle isn’t a curse but               
rather a blessing in the making, and replace justifications that lead to diet failure with empowering go-to scripts 
that lead to victory. You can reach your healthy weight goal – and grow closer to God in the process. This is 
not a how-to book. This is not the latest and greatest dieting plan. This book is the necessary companion for you 
to use alongside whatever healthy lifestyle plan you choose. This is a book and Bible study to help you find the 
"want to" in making healthy lifestyle choices 

� NEGROLAND by Margo Jefferson // At once incendiary and icy, mischievous and provocative, celebratory and 
elegiac—here is a deeply felt meditation on race, sex, and American culture through the prism of the author’s 
rarefied upbringing and education among a black elite concerned with distancing itself from whites and the 
black generality while tirelessly measuring itself against both. 
 Born in upper-crust black Chicago—her father was for years head of pediatrics at Provident, at the time the 
nation’s oldest black hospital; her mother was a socialite—Margo Jefferson has spent most of her life among 
(call them what you will) the colored aristocracy, the colored elite, the blue-vein society. Since the nineteenth 
century they have stood apart, these inhabitants of Negroland, “a small region of Negro America where                
residents were sheltered by a certain amount of privilege and plenty.” 
Reckoning with the strictures and demands of Negroland at crucial historical moments—the civil rights               
movement, the dawn of feminism, the fallacy of post racial America—Jefferson brilliantly charts the twists and 
turns of a life informed by psychological and moral contradictions. Aware as it is of heart-wrenching despair 
and depression, this book is a triumphant paean to the grace of perseverance.   

� NOTHING TO ENVY by Barbara Demick // Nothing to Envy follows the lives of six North Koreans over fifteen 
years—a chaotic period that saw the death of Kim Il-sung, the unchallenged rise to power of his son Kim               
Jong-il, and the devastation of a far-ranging famine that killed one-fifth of the population. Nothing to Envy is a 
groundbreaking addition to the literature of totalitarianism and an eye-opening look at a closed world that is of 
increasing global importance.  

 

Non-Fiction titles… 
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� ONE OF US: THE STORY OF A MASSACRE IN NORWAY AND IT’S AFTERMATH by Åsne Seierstad // On July 22, 
2011, Anders Behring Breivik detonated a bomb outside government buildings in central Oslo, killing eight 
people. He then proceeded to a youth camp on the island of Utøya, where he killed sixty-nine more, most of 
them teenage members of Norway’s governing Labour Party. In The Island, the journalist Åsne Seierstad tells 
the story of this terrible day and what led up to it. What made Breivik, a gifted child from an affluent                   
neighborhood in Oslo, become a terrorist?      

� THE PRAIRIE FIRES: THE AMERICAN DREAMS OF LAURA INGALLS WILDER by Caroline Fraser // Spanning nearly a 
century of epochal change, from the Indian Wars to the Dust Bowl, Wilder’s dramatic life provides a unique 
perspective on American history and our national mythology of self-reliance. With fresh insights and new              
discoveries, Prairie Fires reveals the complex woman whose classic stories grip us to this day.   

� PRIESTDADDY by Patricia Lockwood // The childhood of Patricia Lockwood was unusual in many respects. 
There was the location: an impoverished, nuclear waste-riddled area of the American Midwest. There was her 
mother, a woman who speaks almost entirely in strange koans and warnings of impending danger. Above all, 
there was her gun-toting, guitar-riffing, frequently semi-naked father, who underwent a religious conversion on 
a submarine and discovered a loophole which saw him approved for the Catholic priesthood by the future 
Pope Benedict XVI - despite already having a wife and children. 
When the expense of a medical procedure forces the 30-year-old Patricia to move back in with her parents, 
husband in tow, she must learn to live again with her family's simmering madness, and to reckon with the dark 
side of a childhood spent in the bosom of the Catholic Church. Told with the comic sensibility of a brasher, 
bluer Waugh or Wodehouse, this is at the same time a lyrical and affecting story of how, having ventured into 
the underworld, we can emerge with our levity and our sense of justice intact.  

� THE PURPOSE DRIVEN LIFE by Rick Warren // The Purpose Driven Life will help you understand why you are alive 
and reveal God's amazing plan for you both here and now, and for eternity. Rick Warren will guide you 
through a personal forty-day spiritual journey that will transform your answer to life's most important question: 
What on earth am I here for? Knowing God's purpose for creating you will reduce your stress, focus your                
energy, simplify your decisions, give meaning to your life, and most important, prepare you for eternity.  

� RADIUM GIRLS by Kate Moore // The Curies' newly discovered element of radium makes gleaming headlines 
across the nation as the fresh face of beauty, and wonder drug of the medical community. From body lotion 
to tonic water, the popular new element shines bright in the otherwise dark years of the First World War. 
Meanwhile, hundreds of girls toil amidst the glowing dust of the radium-dial factories. The glittering chemical 
covers their bodies from head to toe; they light up the night like industrious fireflies. With such a coveted job, 
these "shining girls" are the luckiest alive — until they begin to fall mysteriously ill. But the factories that once 
offered golden opportunities are now ignoring all claims of the gruesome side effects, and the women's cries 
of corruption. And as the fatal poison of the radium takes hold, the brave shining girls find themselves                   
embroiled in one of the biggest scandals of America's early 20th century, and in a groundbreaking battle for 
workers' rights that will echo for centuries to come. 

� THE REPUBLIC OF NATURE by Mark Fiege // In the dramatic narratives that comprise The Republic of Nature, 
Mark Fiege reframes the canonical account of American history based on the simple but radical premise that 
nothing in the nation's past can be considered apart from the natural circumstances in which it occurred.  
Revisiting historical icons so familiar that schoolchildren learn to take them for granted, he makes surprising 
connections that enable readers to see old stories in a new light. 

� THE RIGHTEOUS MIND: WHY GOOD PEOPLE ARE DIVIDED BY POLITICS AND RELIGION by Jonathan Haidt // Why 
can’t our political leaders work together as threats loom and problems mount? Why do people so readily   
assume the worst about the motives of their fellow citizens? In The Righteous Mind, social psychologist                   
Jonathan Haidt explores the origins of our divisions and points the way forward to mutual understanding.  

 

 

 

Non-Fiction titles… 
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� SOCIETY WITHOUT GOD by Phil Zuckerman // Before he began his recent travels, it seemed to Phil Zuckerman 
as if humans all over the globe were "getting religion"--praising deities, performing holy rites, and soberly                 
defending the world from sin. But most residents of Denmark and Sweden, he found, don't worship any god at 
all, don't pray, and don't give much credence to religious dogma of any kind. Instead of being bastions of sin 
and corruption, however, as the Christian Right has suggested a godless society would be, these countries are 
filled with residents who score at the very top of the "happiness index" and enjoy their healthy societies, which 
boast some of the lowest rates of violent crime in the world (along with some of the lowest levels of corruption), 
excellent educational systems, strong economies, well-supported arts, free health care, egalitarian social poli-
cies, outstanding bike paths, and great beer.  

� SOLDIER GIRLS: THE BATTLES OF THREE WOMEN AT HOME AND AT WAR by Helen Thorpe // In Soldier Girls, Helen 
Thorpe follows the lives of three women over twelve years on their paths to the military, overseas to combat, 
and back home, and then overseas again for two of them. These women, who are quite different in every way, 
become friends, and we watch their interaction and also what happens when they are separated. We see 
their families, their lovers, their spouses, their children. We see them work extremely hard, deal with the                       
attentions of men on base and in war zones, and struggle to stay connected to their families back home. We 
see some of them drink too much, have illicit affairs, and react to the deaths of fellow soldiers. And we see 
what happens to one of them when the truck she is driving hits an explosive in the road, blowing it up. She               
survives, but her life may never be the same again.  

� STAMPED FROM THE BEGINNING: THE DEFINITIVE HISTORY OF RACIST IDEAS IN AMERICA by Ibram X Kendi  // 
Americans like to insist that we are living in a post racial, color-blind society. In fact, racist thought is alive and 
well; it has simply become more sophisticated and more insidious. And as award-winning historian Ibram X. 
Kendi argues in Stamped from the Beginning, racist ideas in this country have a long and lingering history, one 
in which nearly every great American thinker is complicit. 

� TRAVEL REQUIRED: A YOUNG MAN’S JOURNEY TO ADULTHOOD by Dave Gibson // In the summer of 1969, a very 
anxious, semi-adventurous, mostly naïve 16-year old boy convinced his parents to let him join a wheat harvest 
crew. The journey covered six states, 90-days, and 2,000 miles through the wheat fields, farming towns, and 
gravel roads of the mid-west and beyond.  In that summer, the rest of America experienced the last episode of 
Star Trek, President Nixon’s drawdown of American troops in Vietnam, Senator Kennedy’s Chappaquiddick    
incident, the moon landing of Apollo 11, the conviction of Muhammad Ali for draft evasion, the Manson               
murders, the Miracle Mets, Woodstock, and Hurricane Camille.  
While these towering events were emblazing themselves in the American history books, Dave Gibson, oblivious 
to them all, was experiencing the most formative summer of his life. It was a summer of truck wrecks, snakes, 
dust, and diesel fumes. It was a summer of deception, fierce heat, fires, and small-time brushes with the law, of 
first kisses, first beers, and filthy showers. It was three months of non-stop effort, ne’er do wells, domineering 
farmers, ragged waitresses, and crazies. It was a front row seat on a deteriorating marriage, a friendship going 
south, a hand nearly coming off, and a boy growing up.     

� UNINVITED: LIVING LOVED WHEN YOU FEEL LESS THAN, LEFT OUT, AND LONELY by Lysa TerKeurst // The enemy 
wants us to feel rejected . . . left out, lonely, and less than. When we allow him to speak lies through our                    
rejection, he pickpockets our purpose. Cripples our courage. Dismantles our dreams. And blinds us to the      
beauty of Christ’s powerful love.  

� WHITE RAGE: THE UNSPOKEN TRUTH OF OUR RACIAL DIVIDE by Carol Anderson // Carefully linking these and              
other historical flashpoints when social progress for African Americans was countered by deliberate and                  
cleverly crafted opposition, Anderson pulls back the veil that has long covered actions made in the name of 
protecting democracy, fiscal responsibility, or protection against fraud, rendering visible the long lineage of 
white rage. Compelling and dramatic in the unimpeachable history it relates, White Rage will add an                     
important new dimension to the national conversation about race in America.  

Non-Fiction titles… 
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� THE 2020 COMMISSION REPORT ON THE NORTH KOREAN NUCLEAR ATTACKS AGAINT THE UNITED STATES by Jeffrey 
Lewis // “The skies over the Korean Peninsula on March 21, 2020, were clear and blue.” So begins this sobering 
report on the findings of the Commission on the Nuclear Attacks against the United States, established by law 
by Congress and President Donald J. Trump to investigate the horrific events of the next three days. An                       
independent, bipartisan panel led by nuclear expert Jeffrey Lewis, the commission was charged with finding 
and reporting the relevant facts, investigating how the nuclear war began, and determining whether our              
government was adequately prepared for combating a nuclear adversary and safeguarding U.S. citizens. Did 
President Trump and his advisers understand North Korean views about nuclear weapons? Did they appreciate 
the dangers of provoking the country’s ruler with social media posts and military exercises? Did the tragic               
milestones of that fateful month—North Korea's accidental shoot-down of Air Busan flight 411, the retaliatory 
strike by South Korea, and the tweet that triggered vastly more carnage—inevitably lead to war? Or did                   
America’s leaders have the opportunity to avert the greatest calamity in the history of our nation? 

� THE ABSOLUTELY TRUE DIARY OF A PART-TIME INDIAN by Sherman Alexie // Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully 
written, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, which is based on the author's own experiences,                 
coupled with poignant drawings by Ellen Forney that reflect the character's art, chronicles the contemporary 
adolescence of one Native American boy as he attempts to break away from the life he was destined to live.  

� THE ALCHEMIST by Paulo Coelho // Paulo Coelho's masterpiece tells the mystical story of Santiago, an                          
Andalusian shepherd boy who yearns to travel in search of a worldly treasure. His quest will lead him to riches 
far different—and far more satisfying—than he ever imagined. Santiago's journey teaches us about the                     
essential wisdom of listening to our hearts, of recognizing opportunity and learning to read the omens strewn 
along life's path, and, most importantly, to follow our dreams.  

� AMERICAN WAR by Omar El Akkad // Sarat Chestnut, born in Louisiana, is only six when the Second American 
Civil War breaks out in 2074. But even she knows that oil is outlawed, that Louisiana is half underwater, and that 
unmanned drones fill the sky. When her father is killed and her family is forced into Camp Patience for                     
displaced persons, she begins to grow up shaped by her particular time and place. But not everyone at Camp 
Patience is who they claim to be. Eventually Sarat is befriended by a mysterious functionary, under whose                
influence she is turned into a deadly instrument of war. The decisions that she makes will have tremendous     
consequences not just for Sarat but for her family and her country, rippling through generations of strangers 
and kin alike.  

� AMERICANAH by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie // Ifemelu and Obinze are young and in love when they depart 
military-ruled Nigeria for the West. Beautiful, self-assured Ifemelu heads for America, where despite her                      
academic success, she is forced to grapple with what it means to be black for the first time. Quiet, thoughtful 
Obinze had hoped to join her, but with post-9/11 America closed to him, he instead plunges into a dangerous, 
undocumented life in London. Fifteen years later, they reunite in a newly democratic Nigeria, and reignite their 
passion—for each other and for their homeland.  

� ANGLE OF REPOSE by Wallace Stegner // Wallace Stegner's Pultizer Prize-winning novel is a story of discovery—
personal, historical, and geographical. Confined to a wheelchair, retired historian Lyman Ward sets out to write 
his grandparents' remarkable story, chronicling their days spent carving civilization into the surface of America's 
western frontier. But his research reveals even more about his own life than he's willing to admit. What emerges 
is an enthralling portrait of four generations in the life of an American family.  
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� BETWEEN SHADES OF GREY by Ruta Sepetys // Lina is just like any other fifteen-year-old Lithuanian girl in 1941. 
She paints, she draws, she gets crushes on boys. Until one night when Soviet officers barge into her home,             
tearing her family from the comfortable life they've known. Separated from her father, forced onto a                 
crowded and dirty train car, Lina, her mother, and her young brother slowly make their way north, crossing 
the Arctic Circle, to a work camp in the coldest reaches of Siberia. Here they are forced, under Stalin's            
orders, to dig for beets and fight for their lives under the cruelest of conditions. 
Lina finds solace in her art, meticulously--and at great risk--documenting events by drawing, hoping these 
messages will make their way to her father's prison camp to let him know they are still alive. It is a long and 
harrowing journey, spanning years and covering 6,500 miles, but it is through incredible strength, love, and 
hope that Lina ultimately survives.  

 

� CINDER AND ELLA by Kelly Oram // It’s been almost a year since eighteen-year-old Ella Rodriguez was in a 
car accident that left her crippled, scarred, and without a mother. After a very difficult recovery, she’s been 
uprooted across the country and forced into the custody of a father that abandoned her when she was a 
young child. If Ella wants to escape her father’s home and her awful new stepfamily, she must convince her 
doctors that she’s capable, both physically and emotionally, of living on her own. The problem is, she’s not 
ready yet. The only way she can think of to start healing is by reconnecting with the one person left in the 
world who’s ever meant anything to her—her anonymous Internet best friend, Cinder.  
Hollywood sensation Brian Oliver has a reputation for being trouble. There’s major buzz around his                        
performance in his upcoming film The Druid Prince, but his management team says he won’t make the             
transition from teen heartthrob to serious A-list actor unless he can prove he’s left his wild days behind and 
become a mature adult. In order to douse the flames on Brian’s bad-boy reputation, his management       
stages a fake engagement for him to his co-star Kaylee. Brian isn’t thrilled with the arrangement—or his fake 
fiancée—but decides he’ll suffer through it if it means he’ll get an Oscar nomination. Then a surprise email 
from an old Internet friend changes everything.  
 

� THE COLOR OF LIGHTNING by Paulette Jiles  // In 1863, as the War Between the States creeps inevitably             
toward its bloody conclusion, former Kentucky slave Britt Johnson ventures west into unknown territory with 
his wife, Mary, and their three children, searching for a life and a future. But their dreams are abruptly               
shattered by a brutal Indian raid upon the Johnsons' settlement while Britt is away establishing a business. 
Returning to find his friends and neighbors slain or captured, his eldest son dead, his beloved and severely 
damaged Mary enslaved, and his remaining children absorbed into an alien society that will never                   
relinquish its hold on them, the heartsick freedman vows not to rest until his family is whole again.  

� COMMONWEALTH by Ann Patchett // One Sunday afternoon in Southern California, Bert Cousins shows up at 
Franny Keating’s christening party uninvited. Before evening falls, he has kissed Franny’s mother, Beverly—
thus setting in motion the dissolution of their marriages and the joining of two families. 
Spanning five decades, Commonwealth explores how this chance encounter reverberates through the lives 
of the four parents and six children involved. Spending summers together in Virginia, the Keating and               
Cousins children forge a lasting bond that is based on a shared disillusionment with their parents and the 
strange and genuine affection that grows up between them.  

� THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME by Mark Haddon // Christopher John Francis Boone 
knows all the countries of the world and their capitals and every prime number up to 7,057. He relates well 
to animals but has no understanding of human emotions. He cannot stand to be touched. And he detests 
the color yellow.  Although gifted with a superbly logical brain, for fifteen-year-old Christopher everyday   
interactions and admonishments have little meaning. He lives on patterns, rules, and a diagram kept in his 
pocket. Then one day, a neighbor's dog, Wellington, is killed and his carefully constructive universe is                
threatened. Christopher sets out to solve the murder in the style of his favorite (logical) detective, Sherlock 
Holmes. What follows makes for a novel that is funny, poignant and fascinating in its portrayal of a person 
whose curse and blessing are a mind that perceives the world entirely literally.  
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� EILEEN by Ottessa Moshfegh // The Christmas season offers little cheer for Eileen Dunlop, an unassuming yet 
disturbed young woman trapped between her role as her alcoholic father’s caretaker in a home whose 
squalor is the talk of the neighborhood and a day job as a secretary at the boys’ prison, filled with its own 
quotidian horrors. Consumed by resentment and self-loathing, Eileen tempers her dreary days with perverse 
fantasies and dreams of escaping to the big city. In the meantime, she fills her nights and weekends with 
shoplifting, stalking a buff prison guard named Randy, and cleaning up her increasingly deranged father’s 
messes. When the bright, beautiful, and cheery Rebecca Saint John arrives on the scene as the new                  
counselor at Moorehead, Eileen is enchanted and proves unable to resist what appears at first to be a           
miraculously budding friendship. In a Hitchcockian twist, her affection for Rebecca ultimately pulls her into 
complicity in a crime that surpasses her wildest imaginings.  

� EXIT WEST by Mohsin Hamid // In a country teetering on the brink of civil war, two young people meet—
sensual, fiercely independent Nadia and gentle, restrained Saeed. They embark on a furtive love affair and 
are soon cloistered in a premature intimacy by the unrest roiling their city. When it explodes, turning familiar 
streets into a patchwork of checkpoints and bomb blasts, they begin to hear whispers about doors—doors 
that can whisk people far away, if perilously and for a price. As the violence escalates, Nadia and Saeed 
decide that they no longer have a choice. Leaving their homeland and their old lives behind, they find a 
door and step through.   

� GIANTS IN THE EARTH by O.E. Rølvaag // Part of a trilogy, the novel follows a Norwegian pioneer family's     
struggles with the land and the elements of the Dakota Territory as they try to make a new life in America. 
The book is based partly on Rølvaag's personal experiences as a settler, and on the experiences of his wife’s 
family who had been immigrant homesteaders. The novel depicts snow storms, locusts, poverty, hunger, 
loneliness, homesickness, the difficulty of fitting into a new culture, and the estrangement of immigrant                
children who grow up in a new land.  

� THE GHOST OF YOU AND ME by Kelly Oram // The tragic death of Spencer Schott unravels the lives of the two 
people he loved most—his girlfriend, Bailey, and his best friend, Wes. Secrets and guilt from that fateful night 
keep both Bailey and Wes from overcoming Spencer’s loss and moving on with their lives.  
Now, nearly a year later, both Bailey and Wes are still so broken over what happened that Spencer can’t find 
peace in the afterlife. In order to put his soul to rest, he’s given one chance to come back and set things 
right...even if that means setting up his girlfriend with his best friend.   

� HATCHET by Gary Paulsen // Brian is on his way to Canada to visit his estranged father when the pilot of his 
small prop plane suffers a heart attack. Brian is forced to crash-land the plane in a lake--and finds himself 
stranded in the remote Canadian wilderness with only his clothing and the hatchet his mother gave him as a 
present before his departure.  A story of survival and of transformation, this riveting book has sparked many a 
reader's interest in venturing into the wild.  

� HATTIE BIG SKY by Kirby Larson // After inheriting her uncle's homesteading claim in Montana, 16-year-old  
orphan Hattie Brooks travels from Iowa in 1917 to make a home for herself and encounters some unexpected 
problems related to the war being fought in Europe.  

� HEAT AND LIGHT by Jennifer Haigh // Forty years ago, Bakerton coal fueled the country. Then the mines 
closed, and the town wore away like a bar of soap. Now Bakerton has been granted a surprise third act: it 
sits squarely atop the Marcellus Shale, a massive deposit of natural gas. 
To drill or not to drill? Prison guard Rich Devlin leases his mineral rights to finance his dream of farming. He 
doesn’t count on the truck traffic and nonstop noise, his brother’s skepticism or the paranoia of his wife,               
Shelby, who insists the water smells strange and is poisoning their frail daughter. Meanwhile his neighbors,             
organic dairy farmers Mack and Rena, hold out against the drilling—until a passionate environmental activist 
disrupts their lives.  

 

� THE KEEPER OF LOST THINGS by Ruth Hogan // Having collected a lifetime of lost objects in order to deal with 
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the loss of his fiancée, Anthony Peardew bequeaths his secret life's mission to his unsuspecting assistant Laura, 
leaving her his house and all its lost treasures--and the responsibility to return each one to its owner.  

� THE KISS OF DECEPTION by Mary Pearson // Fed up and ready for a new life, Lia flees to a distant village on 
the morning of her wedding. She settles in among the common folk, intrigued when two mysterious and                    
handsome strangers arrive—and unaware that one is the jilted prince and the other an assassin sent to kill 
her.  Deceptions swirl and Lia finds herself on the brink of unlocking perilous secrets—secrets that may unravel 
her world—even as she feels herself falling in love.  

� KITCHENS OF THE GREAT MIDWEST by J. Ryan Stradal // When Lars Thorvald's wife, Cynthia, falls in love with 
wine--and a dashing sommelier--he's left to raise their baby, Eva, on his own. He's determined to pass on his 
love of food to his daughter--starting with puréed pork shoulder. As Eva grows, she finds her solace and               
salvation in the flavors of her native Minnesota. From Scandinavian lutefisk to hydroponic chocolate                       
habaneros, each ingredient represents one part of Eva's journey as she becomes the star chef behind a              
legendary and secretive pop-up supper club, culminating in an opulent and emotional feast that's a                   
testament to her spirit and resilience.  

� THE KNOWN WORLD by Edward Jones // The Known World tells the story of Henry Townsend, a black farmer 
and former slave who falls under the tutelage of William Robbins, the most powerful man in Manchester 
County, Virginia. Making certain he never circumvents the law, Townsend runs his affairs with unusual                      
discipline. But when death takes him unexpectedly, his widow, Caldonia, can't uphold the estate's order, and 
chaos ensues. Jones has woven a footnote of history into an epic that takes an unflinching look at slavery in 
all its moral complexities.  

� LAROSE by Louise Erdrich // North Dakota, late summer, 1999. Landreaux Iron stalks a deer along the edge of 
the property bordering his own. He shoots with easy confidence—but when the buck springs away, Lan-
dreaux realizes he’s hit something else, a blur he saw as he squeezed the trigger. When he staggers                 
closer, he realizes he has killed his neighbor’s five-year-old son, Dusty Ravich. 
The youngest child of his friend and neighbor, Peter Ravich, Dusty was best friends with Landreaux’s five-year-
old son, LaRose. The two families have always been close, sharing food, clothing, and rides into town; their 
children played together despite going to different schools; and Landreaux’s wife, Emmaline, is half sister to 
Dusty’s mother, Nola. Horrified at what he’s done, the recovered alcoholic turns to an Ojibwe tribe tradition—
the sweat lodge—for guidance, and finds a way forward. Following an ancient means of retribution, he and 
Emmaline will give LaRose to the grieving Peter and Nola. “Our son will be your son now,” they tell them. But 
when a vengeful man with a long-standing grudge against Landreaux begins raising trouble, hurling                      
accusations of a cover-up the day Dusty died, he threatens the tenuous peace that has kept these two              
fragile families whole.  

� LAST BUS TO WISDOM by Ivan Doig // Donal Cameron is being raised by his grandmother, the cook at the       
legendary Double W ranch in Ivan Doig’s beloved Two Medicine Country of the Montana Rockies, a                       
landscape that gives full rein to an eleven-year-old’s imagination. But when Gram has to have surgery for 
“female trouble” in the summer of 1951, all she can think to do is to ship Donal off to her sister in faraway 
Manitowoc, Wisconsin. There Donal is in for a rude surprise: Aunt Kate–bossy, opinionated, argumentative, 
and tyrannical—is nothing like her sister. She henpecks her good-natured husband, Herman the German, and 
Donal can’t seem to get on her good side either. After one contretemps too many, Kate  packs him back to 
the authorities in Montana on the next Greyhound. But as it turns out, Donal isn’t traveling solo: Herman the 
German has decided to fly the coop with him. In the immortal American tradition, the pair light out for the 
territory together, meeting a classic Doigian ensemble of characters and having rollicking misadventures 
along the way.  

 

� THE LIGHT BETWEEN OCEANS by M.L. Stedman // After four harrowing years fighting on the Western Front, Tom 
Sherbourne returns home to take a job as the lighthouse keeper on Janus Rock, nearly half a day's journey 
from the coast. To this isolated island, where the supply boat comes once a season and shore leaves are 
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granted every other year at best, Tom brings a young, bold, and loving wife, Isabel. Years later, after two mis-
carriages and one stillbirth, the grieving Isabel hears a baby's cries on the wind. A boat has washed up onshore 
carrying a dead man and a living baby.  
Tom, whose records as a lighthouse keeper are meticulous and whose moral principles have withstood a horrific 
war, wants to report the man and infant immediately. But Isabel has taken the tiny baby to her breast. Against 
Tom's judgment, they claim her as their own and name her Lucy. When she is two, Tom and Isabel return to the 
mainland and are reminded that there are other people in the world. Their choice has devastated one of 
them.   

� THE LOLA QUARTET by Emily St. John Mandel // The last thing unemployed Gavin wants to do is return to his 
hometown in Florida, but he's in no position to refuse when he's offered a job by his sister to foreclose homes. 
When Gavin returns, he discovers the secret life of his ex-girlfriend and begins to track her down.  

� A LONG WALK TO WATER by Linda Sue Park // A Long Walk to Water begins as two stories, told in alternating  
sections, about a girl in Sudan in 2008 and a boy in Sudan in 1985. The girl, Nya, is fetching water from a pond 
that is two hours’ walk from her home: she makes two trips to the pond every day. The boy, Salva, becomes one 
of the "lost boys" of Sudan, refugees who cover the African continent on foot as they search for their families 
and for a safe place to stay. Enduring every hardship from loneliness to attack by armed rebels to contact with 
killer lions and crocodiles, Salva is a survivor, and his story goes on to intersect with Nya’s in an astonishing and 
moving way.   

� LOVE AND OTHER CONSOLATION PRIZES by Jamie Ford // Against a rich backdrop of post-Victorian vice,         
suffrage, and celebration, Love and Other Consolations is an enchanting tale about innocence and devotion--
in a world where everything, and everyone, is for sale.  

� MARCH by Geraldine Brooks // Acclaimed author Geraldine Brooks gives us the story of the absent father from 
Louisa May Alcott's Little Women - and conjures a world of brutality, stubborn courage and transcendent love. 
An idealistic abolitionist, March has gone as chaplain to serve the Union cause. But the war tests his faith not 
only in the Union - which is also capable of barbarism and racism - but in himself. As he recovers from a near-
fatal illness, March must reassemble and reconnect with his family, who have no idea of what he has endured. 
A love story set in a time of catastrophe, March explores the passions between a man and a woman, the              
tenderness of parent and child, and the life-changing power of an ardently held belief.  

� THE MARCH by E.L. Doctorow //  In 1864, Union general William Tecumseh Sherman marched his sixty thousand 
troops through Georgia to the sea, and then up into the Carolinas. The army fought off Confederate forces,  
demolished cities, and accumulated a borne-along population of freed blacks and white refugees until all that 
remained was the dangerous transient life of the dispossessed and the triumphant. In E. L. Doctorow’s hands the 
great march becomes a floating world, a nomadic consciousness, and an unforgettable reading experience 
with awesome relevance to our own times.   

� THE MASTER BUTCHERS SINGING CLUB by Louise Erdrich // Having survived World War I, Fidelis Waldvogel returns 
to his quiet German village and marries the pregnant widow of his best friend, killed in action. With a suitcase full 
of sausages and a master butcher's precious knife set, Fidelis sets out for America. In Argus, North Dakota, he 
builds a business, a home for his family—which includes Eva and four sons—and a singing club consisting of the 
best voices in town. When the Old World meets the New—in the person of Delphine Watzka—the great                      
adventure of Fidelis's life begins. Delphine meets Eva and is enchanted. She meets Fidelis, and the ground             
trembles. These momentous encounters will determine the course of Delphine's life, and the trajectory of this 
brilliant novel.  

� MOISE AND THE WORLD OF REASON by Tennessee Williams // At the center of Moise and the World of Reason is 
the need of three people for each other: Moise, an impoverished and quixotic young painter with a gift for un-
finished canvasses; the narrator, a young man from Thelma, Alabama, who is determined to be a                        
distinguished writer; and Lance, the man whose intensity, strength and sensuality held them all together while 
he lived, and whose absence gives the novel its strange and haunting power and pathos. For the subject of 
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Tennessee Williams' novel is the need for love - a need which Lance once filled in the narrator and his new             
lover does not, and which Moise's never entirely fills for her. It is this need that propels them through a long and 
restless night in Greenwich Village - a night in which Moise gives a party to announce her retirement from "the 
world of reason"; in which the narrator loses his roommate, the "second love of his life"; and in which a lifetime 
of experience, hope, the loss of innocence and the rekindling of desire is exposed in a series of scenes and 
encounters so dramatic, moving and precise that only Tennessee Williams could have written them.   

� THE MOONSPINNERS by Mary Stewart // Young, beautiful, and adventurous Nicola Ferris loves her life as a               
secretary at the British Embassy on the lush island of Crete. Then on her day off, she links up with two hiking 
companions who have inadvertently stumbled upon a scene of blood vengeance. And suddenly the life                
Nicola adores is in danger of coming to an abrupt, brutal, and terrifying end . .  

� MOTHERLESS BROOKLYN by Jonathan Lethem // Lionel Essrog is Brooklyn’s very own self-appointed Human 
Freakshow, an orphan whose Tourettic impulses drive him to bark, count, and rip apart our language in                
startling and original ways. Together with three veterans of the St. Vincent’s Home for Boys, he works for                   
small-time mobster Frank Minna’s limo service cum detective agency. Life without Frank Minna, the                         
charismatic King of Brooklyn, would be unimaginable, so who cares if the tasks he sets them are, well, not               
exactly legal. But when Frank is fatally stabbed, one of Lionel’s colleagues lands in jail, the other two vie for his 
position, and the victim’s widow skips town. Lionel’s world is suddenly topsy-turvy, and this outcast who has 
trouble even conversing attempts to untangle the threads of the case while trying to keep the words straight in 
his head. Motherless Brooklyn is a brilliantly original homage to the classic detective novel by one of the most 
acclaimed writers of his generation.  

� MR. PENUMBRA’S 24-HOUR BOOKSTORE by Robin Sloan // The Great Recession has shuffled Clay Jannon away 
from life as a San Francisco web-design drone and into the aisles of Mr. Penumbra's 24-Hour Bookstore, but   
after a few days on the job, Clay discovers that the store is more curious than either its name or its gnomic 
owner might suggest. The customers are few, and they never seem to buy anything; instead, they "check out" 
large, obscure volumes from strange corners of the store. Suspicious, Clay engineers an analysis of the                      
clientele's behavior, seeking help from his variously talented friends, but when they bring their findings to Mr. 
Penumbra, they discover the bookstore's secrets extend far beyond its walls.  

� MRS. DREW PLAYS HER HAND by Carla Kelly // Playing with Fire — Young widow Roxanna Drew was fair game 
in the sport of cads. Her suddenly impoverished state made her as vulnerable as her beauty made her tempt-
ing to men with more money than morals. Lord Marshall Whitcomb, who held her purse strings in his pawing 
hands, was intent on luring her into his bed. But even more dangerous was Lord Winn, who owned the dwelling 
where she sought refuge. The dashing lord reminded the widow that the lure of sharing a warm bed on a win-
ter's night might   indeed be worth the risks.  Lord Winn had trusted one woman and been betrayed. That disas-
trous marriage had endowed him with a wariness of females in general, and prospective wives in particular. 
But when the door to the dower house on one of his estates was opened by a woman with a cautious smile 
and memorable brown eyes, he knew here was danger to avoid at all costs -- if he really wanted to...   

� MRS. TED BLISS by Stanley Elkin // Published posthumously in 1995, Mrs. Ted Bliss tells the story of an eighty-two-
year-old widow starting life anew after the death of her husband. As Dorothy Bliss learns to cope with the      
mundane rituals of life in a Florida retirement community, she inadvertently becomes involved with a drug 
kingpin trying to use her as a front for his operations. Combining a comic plot with a deep concern for                   
character, Elkin ends his career with a vivid portrait of a woman overcoming loss, a woman who is both                 
recognizable and as unique as Elkin's other famous characters.   

� MURPHY by Samuel Beckett // 'Murphy', Samuel Beckett's first published novel, was written in English and                     
published in London in 1938; Beckett himself subsequently translated the book into French, and it was pub-
lished in France in 1947. The novel recounts the hilarious but tragic life of Murphy in London as he attempts to 
establish a home and to amass sufficient fortune for his intended bride to join him.    
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� NEWS OF THE WORLD by Paulette Jiles // In the aftermath of the Civil War, an aging itinerant news reader agrees 
to transport a young captive of the Kiowa back to her people in this exquisitely rendered, morally complex,              
multilayered novel of historical fiction from the author of Enemy Women that explores the boundaries of family, 
responsibility, honor, and trust.  

� THE NIGHTINGALE by Kristin Hannah // In the quiet village of Carriveau, Vianne Mauriac says goodbye to her   
husband, Antoine, as he heads for the Front. She doesn’t believe that the Nazis will invade France...but invade 
they do, in droves of marching soldiers, in caravans of trucks and tanks, in planes that fill the skies and drop 
bombs upon the innocent. When France is overrun, Vianne is forced to take an enemy into her house, and              
suddenly her every move is watched; her life and her child’s life is at constant risk. Without food or money or 
hope, as danger escalates around her, she must make one terrible choice after another.  
Vianne’s sister, Isabelle, is a rebellious eighteen-year-old girl, searching for purpose with all the reckless passion of 
youth. While thousands of Parisians march into the unknown terrors of war, she meets the compelling and                   
mysterious Gäetan, a partisan who believes the French can fight the Nazis from within France, and she falls in 
love as only the young can...completely. When he betrays her, Isabelle races headlong into danger and joins 
the Resistance, never looking back or giving a thought to the real--and deadly--consequences.  

� THE NORTH WATER by Ian McGuire // A ship sets sail with a killer on board . . . 
1859. A man joins a whaling ship bound for the Arctic Circle. Having left the British Army with his reputation in            
tatters, Patrick Sumner has little option but to accept the position of ship's surgeon on this ill-fated voyage. But 
when, deep into the journey, a cabin boy is discovered brutally killed, Sumner finds himself forced to act. Soon 
he will face an evil even greater than he had encountered at the siege of Delhi, in the shape of Henry Drax:              
harpooner, murderer, monster . . .   

� THE ORPHAN’S TALE by Pam Jenoff // Sixteen-year-old Noa has been cast out in disgrace after becoming                   
pregnant by a Nazi soldier and being forced to give up her baby. She lives above a small rail station, which she 
cleans in order to earn her keep… When Noa discovers a boxcar containing dozens of Jewish infants bound for 
a concentration camp, she is reminded of the child that was taken from her. And in a moment that will change 
the course of her life, she snatches one of the babies and flees into the snowy night.  
Noa finds refuge with a German circus, but she must learn the flying trapeze act so she can blend in                               
undetected, spurning the resentment of the lead aerialist, Astrid. At first rivals, Noa and Astrid soon forge a                
powerful bond. But as the facade that protects them proves increasingly tenuous, Noa and Astrid must decide 
whether their friendship is enough to save one another—or if the secrets that burn between them will destroy 
everything.  

� PACHINKO by Min Jin Lee // In a small fishing village on the banks of the East Sea, a club-footed, cleft-lipped 
man marries a fifteen-year-old girl. The couple have one child, their beloved daughter Sunja. When Sunja falls 
pregnant by a married yakuza, the family face ruin. But then Isak, a Christian minister, offers her a chance of           
salvation: a new life in Japan as his wife. Following a man she barely knows to a hostile country in which she has 
no friends, no home, and whose language she cannot speak, Sunja’s salvation is just the beginning of her story. 

� PASTORALIA by George Saunders // With this new collection, George Saunders takes us even further into the 
shocking, uproarious and oddly familiar landscape of his imagination. 
The stories in Pastoralia are set in a slightly skewed version of America, where elements of contemporary life have 
been merged, twisted, and amplified, casting their absurdity-and our humanity-in a startling new light. Whether 
he writes a gothic morality tale in which a male exotic dancer is haunted by his maiden aunt from beyond the 
grave, or about a self-help guru who tells his followers his mission is to discover who's been "crapping in your                  
oatmeal," Saunders's stories are both indelibly strange and vividly real.  

� PERSUASION by Jane Austen // Twenty-seven-year old Anne Elliot is Austen's most adult heroine. Eight years      
before the story proper begins, she is happily betrothed to a naval officer, Frederick Wentworth, but she                
precipitously breaks off the engagement when persuaded by her friend Lady Russell that such a match is                   
unworthy. The breakup produces in Anne a deep and long-lasting regret. When later Wentworth returns from sea 
a rich and successful captain, he finds Anne's family on the brink of financial ruin and his own sister a                
tenant in Kellynch Hall, the Elliot estate. All the tension of the novel revolves around one question: Will Anne and 
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Wentworth be reunited in their love? 

� PRINCESS ACADEMY by Shannon Hale // Miri lives on a mountain where, for generations, her ancestors have 
quarried stone and lived a simple life. Then word comes that the king's priests have divined her small village the 
home of the future princess. In a year's time, the prince himself will come and choose his bride from among the 
girls of the village. The king's ministers set up an academy on the mountain, and every teenage girl must                 
attend and learn how to become a princess. 
Miri soon finds herself confronted with a harsh academy mistress, bitter competition among the girls, and her 
own conflicting desires to be chosen and win the heart of her childhood best friend. But when bandits seek out 
the academy to kidnap the future princess, Miri must rally the girls together and use a power unique to the 
mountain dwellers to save herself and her classmates.  

� REMEMBERING ISAAC by Ben Behunin // This is more than a book; this is an experience- a chance to be a                  
voyeur into the life of Jake Kimball, the newest potter in a three-hundred year old town in western                            
Pennsylvania. This is Jake's sketchbook, and as you might imagine an artist's sketchbook to be, it is full of                   
pictures, doodles, journal entries and other artistic enhancements. This book also comes with a built-in                      
self-propelled movie, entitled "The Little Potter Makes a Bowl." (You provide the soundtrack). Jake, a soon to be 
college graduate stumbles upon an ad in an art magazine. The town of Niederbipp is looking for a new potter 
to replace, Isaac, the seventh potter in a long string of potters reaching back to 1717. For the past 8 years, 
Jake has dreamed of being a village potter. He applies for the job, despite his plans for the summer and to his 
surprise, is awarded the Pottery, an apartment and a vast collection of old pots. As Jake begins his work in the 
old studio, he becomes aware of a unique collection of mugs hanging from an overhead beam. These mugs 
hold the keys to unlocking Jake's understanding of the man he has come to replace. With the help of his new 
friend Amy, Jake begins to piece together the secrets of life Isaac lived by and shared with all who knew him. 
Fall in love with Niederbipp and its people as they remember Isaac. Explore the complexity of human nature 
and the yearning we all have for love, hope, truth, purpose and especially joy. Discovering Isaac is a series of 
tales within interconnected tales that all grow from the nurturing wisdom and love of a simple man who truly 
understood the universal and eternal secrets that lead to a happy life.  

� THE SCHOPENHAUER CURE by Irvin Yalom // Suddenly confronted with his own mortality after a routine                  
checkup, eminent psychotherapist Julius Hertzfeld is forced to reexamine his life and work -- and seeks out               
Philip Slate, a sex addict whom he failed to help some twenty years earlier. Yet Philip claims to be cured --               
miraculously transformed by the pessimistic teachings of German philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer -- and is, 
himself, a philosophical counselor in training. Philips dour, misanthropic stance compels Julius to invite Philip to 
join his intensive therapy group in exchange for tutoring on Schopenhauer. But with mere months left, life may 
be far too short to help Philip or to compete with him for the hearts and minds of the group members. And 
then again, it might be just long enough.  

� THE SECRET JOURNAL OF BRETT COLTON by Kay Lynn Mangum // Kathy Colton can t stand her brother, Brett. 
Her family talks as if he were perfect! All Kathy knows for sure is that Brett is dead. He died of leukemia when he 
was sixteen and she was only two. But when Kathy turns sixteen, she discovers her brother s hidden journal - a 
journal written especially for her - and learns about the brother she never knew. At the same time, Kathy is       
mortified by an assignment to tutor the popular high school quarterback Jason West, a football jock who, even 
worse, is a Mormon. Author Kay Lynn Mangum brilliantly weaves the dual stories of a dying brother and a         
coming-of-age sister who learn the importance of loving our family and our friends and nurturing our faith.  

� THE SELECTION by Kiera Cass // For thirty-five girls, the Selection is the chance of a lifetime. The opportunity to 
escape the life laid out for them since birth. To be swept up in a world of glittering gowns and priceless jewels. 
To live in a palace and compete for the heart of gorgeous Prince Maxon. 
But for America Singer, being Selected is a nightmare. It means turning her back on her secret love with Aspen, 
who is a caste below her. Leaving her home to enter a fierce competition for a crown she doesn't want. Living 
in a palace that is constantly threatened by violent rebel attacks. Then America meets Prince Maxon.                   
Gradually, she starts to question all the plans she's made for herself—and realizes that the life she's always 
dreamed of may not compare to a future she never imagined.  
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� SENSE AND SENSIBILITY by Jane Austen // Marianne Dashwood wears her heart on her sleeve, and when she 
falls in love with the dashing but unsuitable John Willoughby she ignores her sister Elinor's warning that her                   
impulsive behaviour leaves her open to gossip and innuendo. Meanwhile Elinor, always sensitive to social                
convention, is struggling to conceal her own romantic disappointment, even from those closest to her. Through 
their parallel experience of love—and its threatened loss—the sisters learn that sense must mix with sensibility if 
they are to find personal happiness in a society where status and money govern the rules of love. 

� SERIAL HOTTIE by Kelly Oram //  Hockey-obsessed tomboy Eleanor Westley has never been the object of a 
guy's affection before. So when the hottest boy she's ever seen moves in across the street and starts treating 
her like she's the center of his universe, naturally she's going to be a little skeptical. But everything starts to make 
sense when girls who look just like Ellie start dying all around the city. Obviously the new guy is the killer, and of 
course he only likes her because he wants to slice her into tiny pieces. Right? The more Ellie gets to know Seth 
the more she's convinced he's a psychopathic killer. Problem is, he's the sweetest psychopathic killer she's ever 
met. Not to mention he's brutally hot. No matter how hard she tries, she can't help but fall for him. Will Ellie find 
true love, or will her summer of firsts turn out to be a summer of lasts?  

� SING, UNBURIED, SING by Jesmyn Ward //  An intimate portrait of a family and an epic tale of hope and                    
struggle, Sing, Unburied, Sing journeys through Mississippi’s past and present, examining the ugly truths at the 
heart of the American story and the power—and limitations—of family bonds.  

� THE SIREN by Kiera Cass // "You must never do anything that might expose our secret. This means that, in              
general, you cannot form close bonds with humans. You can speak to us, and you can always commune with 
the Ocean, but you are deadly to humans. You are, essentially, a weapon. A very beautiful weapon. I won't lie 
to you, it can be a lonely existence, but once you are done, you get to live. All you have to give, for now, is 
obedience and time..." The same speech has been given hundreds of times to hundreds of beautiful girls who 
enter the sisterhood of sirens. Kahlen has lived by these rules for years now, patiently waiting for the life she can 
call her own. But when Akinli, a human, enters her world, she can't bring herself to live by the rules anymore. 
Suddenly the life she's been waiting for doesn't seem nearly as important as the one she's living now. 

� SNOW FLOWER AND THE SECRET FAN by Lisa See // In nineteenth-century China, in a remote Hunan county, a 
girl named Lily, at the tender age of seven, is paired with a laotong, “old same,” in an emotional match that 
will last a lifetime. The laotong, Snow Flower, introduces herself by sending Lily a silk fan on which she’s painted 
a poem in nu shu, a unique language that Chinese women created in order to communicate in secret, away 
from the influence of men. 
As the years pass, Lily and Snow Flower send messages on fans, compose stories on handkerchiefs, reaching 
out of isolation to share their hopes, dreams, and accomplishments. Together, they endure the agony of                 
foot-binding, and reflect upon their arranged marriages, shared loneliness, and the joys and tragedies of      
motherhood. The two find solace, developing a bond that keeps their spirits alive. But when a                                      
misunderstanding arises, their deep friendship suddenly threatens to tear apart.  

 

Fiction titles… 



19 

 

� A SWEETNESS TO THE SOUL by Jane Kirkpatrick // Based on historical characters and events, A Sweetness to the 
Soul recounts the captivating story of young, spirited Oregon pioneer Jane Herbert who at the age of twelve 
faces a tragedy that begins a life-long search for forgiveness and love. In the years that follow, young Jane finds 
herself involved in an unusual and touching romance with a dreamer sixteen years her senior, struggles to make 
peace with an emotionally distant mother, and fights to build a family of her own. Filled with heart-warming insight 
and glimpses of real-life pain, A Sweetness to the Soul paints a brilliant picture of love that conquers all obstacles 
and offers a powerful testimony to the miracle of God's healing power.  

� THIS ROUGH MAGIC by Mary Stewart // When Lucy Waring's sister Phyllida suggests that she join her for a quiet                
holiday on the island of Corfu, young English Lucy is overjoyed. Her work as an actress has temporarily come to a 
halt. She believes there is no finer place to be "at liberty" than the sun-drenched isle of Corfu, the alleged locale 
for Shakespeare's The Tempest. Even the suspicious actions of the handsome, arrogant son of a famous actor      
cannot dampen her enthusiasm for this wonderland in the Ionian Sea. 
But the peaceful idyll does not last long. A series of incidents, seemingly unconnected - but all surrounded in                
mystery - throws Lucy's life into a dangerous spin, as fear, danger and death - as well as romance - supplant the 
former tranquility. Then a human corpse is carried ashore on the incoming tide... And without warning, she found 
she had stumbled into a nightmare of strange violence, stalked by shadows of terror and sudden death.  

� A THOUSAND ACRES by Jane Smiley // Aging Larry Cook announces his intention to turn over his 1,000-acre 
farm--one of the largest in Zebulon County, Iowa--to his three daughters, Caroline, Ginny, and Rose. A man 

of harsh sensibilities, he carves Caroline out of the deal because she has the nerve to be less than                            

enthusiastic about her father's generosity. While Larry Cook deteriorates into a pathetic drunk, his daughters 

are left to cope with the often grim realities of life on a family farm--from battering husbands to cutthroat 

lenders. In this winner of the 1992 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, Smiley captures the essence of such a life with stark, 

painful detail.  

� A TOWN LIKE ALICE by Nevil Shute // Jean Paget, a young Englishwoman living in Malaya, is captured by the 
invading Japanese and forced on a brutal seven-month death march with dozens of other women and            

children. A few years after the war, Jean is back in England, the nightmare behind her. However, an                       

unexpected inheritance inspires her to return to Malaya to give something back to the villagers who saved 

her life. Jean's travels leads her to a desolate Australian outpost called Willstown, where she finds a challenge 

that will draw on all the resourcefulness and spirit that carried her through her war-time ordeals.   

� THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD by Colson Whitehead // Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia. Life 
is hellish for all the slaves but especially bad for Cora; an outcast even among her fellow Africans, she is   

coming into womanhood - where even greater pain awaits. When Caesar, a recent arrival from Virginia, tells 

her about the Underground Railroad, they decide to take a terrifying risk and escape. Matters do not go as 

planned and, though they manage to find a station and head north, they are being hunted. 

In Whitehead's ingenious conception, the Underground Railroad is no mere metaphor - engineers and             

conductors operate a secret network of tracks and tunnels beneath the Southern soil. Cora and Caesar's first 

stop is South Carolina, in a city that initially seems like a haven - but the city's placid surface masks an                     

insidious scheme designed for its black denizens. Even worse: Ridgeway, the relentless slave catcher, is close 

on their heels. Forced to flee again, Cora embarks on a harrowing flight, state by state, seeking true                  

freedom.  
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� AN UNNECESSARY WOMAN by Rabih Alameddine // Aaliya Sohbi lives alone in her Beirut apartment,              
surrounded by stockpiles of books. Godless, fatherless, divorced, and childless, Aaliya is her family’s 

"unnecessary appendage.” Every year, she translates a new favorite book into Arabic, then stows it away. 

The thirty-seven books that Aaliya has translated have never been read—by anyone. After overhearing 

her neighbors, "the three witches,” discussing her too-white hair, Aaliya accidentally dyes her hair too blue. 

In this breathtaking portrait of a reclusive woman’s late-life crisis, readers follow Aaliya’s digressive mind as 

it ricochets across visions of past and present Beirut. Insightful musings on literature, philosophy, and art are 

invaded by memories of the Lebanese Civil War and Aaliya’s volatile past. As she tries to overcome her 

aging body and spontaneous emotional upwellings, Aaliya is faced with an unthinkable disaster that 

threatens to shatter the little life she has left.  

� THE VEGETARIAN by Han Kang // Before the nightmare, Yeong-hye and her husband lived an ordinary life. 
But when splintering, blood-soaked images start haunting her thoughts, Yeong-hye decides to purge her 

mind and renounce eating meat. In a country where societal mores are strictly obeyed, Yeong-hye's               

decision to embrace a more “plant-like” existence is a shocking act of subversion. And as her passive               

rebellion manifests in ever more extreme and frightening forms, scandal, abuse, and estrangement begin 

to send Yeong-hye spiraling deep into the spaces of her fantasy. In a complete metamorphosis of both 

mind and body, her now dangerous endeavor will take Yeong-hye—impossibly, ecstatically, tragically—

far from her once-known self altogether.   

� VENGEANCE ROAD by Erin Bowman // When her father is murdered for a journal revealing the location of 
a hidden gold mine, eighteen-year-old Kate Thompson disguises herself as a boy and takes to the gritty 

plains looking for answers—and justice. What she finds are untrustworthy strangers, endless dust and heat, 

and a surprising band of allies, among them a young Apache girl and a pair of stubborn brothers who re-

fuse to quit riding in her shadow. But as Kate gets closer to the secrets about her family, a startling truth be-

comes clear: some men will stop at nothing to get their hands on gold, and Kate’s quest for revenge may 

prove fatal.   

� WALK TWO MOONS by Sharon Creech // As Sal entertains her grandparents with Phoebe's outrageous                 
story, her own story begins to unfold — the story of a thirteen-year-old girl whose only wish is to be reunited 

with her missing mother. 

In her own award-winning style, Sharon Creech intricately weaves together two tales, one funny, one               

bittersweet, to create a heartwarming, compelling, and utterly moving story of love, loss, and the                  

complexity of human emotion. 

� WHAT BELONGS TO YOU by Garth Greenwell // On an unseasonably warm autumn day, an American teacher 
enters a public bathroom beneath Sofia’s National Palace of Culture. There he meets Mitko, a charismatic 
young hustler, and pays him for sex. He returns to Mitko again and again over the next few months, drawn by 
hunger and loneliness and risk, and finds himself ensnared in a relationship in which lust leads to mutual                          
predation, and tenderness can transform into violence. As he struggles to reconcile his longing with the anguish 
it creates, he’s forced to grapple with his own fraught history, the world of his southern childhood where to be 
queer was to be a pariah. There are unnerving similarities between his past and the foreign country he finds 
himself in, a country whose geography and griefs he discovers as he learns more of Mitko’s own narrative, his 
private history of illness, exploitation, and disease. 
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Remember, please vote for just the 10 books 

you’d like to be added to the 2019 Book 

Club in a Bag collection. 
 

Return your ballot at the IFPL 3rd Floor desk                                         

by November 15, 2018.  
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� WHERE ALL LIGHT TENDS TO GO by David Joy // The area surrounding Cashiers, North Carolina, is home to               
people of all kinds, but the world that Jacob McNeely lives in is crueler than most. His father runs a                           
methodically organized meth ring, with local authorities on the dime to turn a blind eye to his dealings.       
Having dropped out of high school and cut himself off from his peers, Jacob has been working for this father 
for years, all on the promise that his payday will come eventually.  The only joy he finds comes from reuniting 
with Maggie, his first love, and a girl clearly bound for bigger and better things than their hardscrabble 
town. 
Jacob has always been resigned to play the cards that were dealt him, but when a fatal mistake changes     
everything, he’s faced with a choice: stay and appease his father, or leave the mountains with the girl he 
loves. In a place where blood is thicker than water and hope takes a back seat to fate, Jacob wonders if 
he can muster the strength to rise above the only life he’s ever known.  

� WHERE THE RED FERN GROWS by Wilson Rawls // A loving threesome, they ranged the dark hills and river   
bottoms of Cherokee country. Old Dan had the brawn. Little Ann had the brains, and Billy had the will to 
make them into the finest hunting team in the valley. Glory and victory were coming to them, but sadness 
waited too. Where the Red Fern Grows is an exciting tale of love and adventure you'll never forget.  

� WORK LIKE ANY OTHER by Virginia Reeves // Roscoe T Martin set his sights on a new type of power                    
spreading at the start of the twentieth century: electricity. It became his training, his life’s work. But when his 
wife, Marie, inherits her father’s failing farm, Roscoe has to give up his livelihood, with great cost to his sense 
of self, his marriage, and his family. Realizing he might lose them all if he doesn’t do something, he begins to 
use his skills as an electrician to siphon energy from the state, ushering in a period of bounty and happiness. 
Even the love of Marie and their child seem back within Roscoe’s grasp. 
Then a young man working for the state power company stumbles on Roscoe’s illegal lines and is                         
electrocuted, and everything changes: Roscoe is arrested; the farm once more starts to deteriorate; and 
Marie abandons her husband, leaving him to face his twenty-year sentence alone. Now an unmoored             
Roscoe must carve out a place at Kilby Prison. Climbing the ranks of the incarcerated from dairy hand to 
librarian to “dog boy,” an inmate who helps the guards track down escapees, he is ultimately forced to ask 
himself once more if his work is just that, or if the price of his crimes—for him and his family—is greater than 
he ever let himself believe.  

� YELLOW CROCUS by Laila Ibrahim // Moments after Lisbeth is born, she’s taken from her mother and handed 
over to an enslaved wet nurse, Mattie, a young mother separated from her own infant son in order to care 
for her tiny charge. Thus begins an intense relationship that will shape both of their lives for decades to 
come. Though Lisbeth leads a life of privilege, she finds nothing but loneliness in the company of her                  
overwhelmed mother and her distant, slave-owning father. As she grows older, Mattie becomes more like 
family to Lisbeth than her own kin and the girl’s visits to the slaves’ quarters—and their lively and loving             
community—bring them closer together than ever. But can two women in such disparate circumstances 
form a bond like theirs without consequence? This deeply moving tale of unlikely love traces the journey of 
these very different women as each searches for freedom and dignity.  

 


