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Return to the 3rd floor desk by 

6:00pm on October 30, 2021 
 

(late ballots will not be accepted) 

Thank you for voting for the 2022 

Book Club in a Bag Collection! 
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• Where do these titles come from? 

• Book clubs, IFPL readers, and IFPL Librarians nominated all of the             

titles in this ballot 

 

• Can I vote online? 

• Sure! Visit the www.ifpl.org and tell all of your friends about it! 

 

• Why isn’t the book I nominated on the ballot? 

• If a book isn’t available in paperback by the end of the year, we 

will not have it on the ballot. 

 

• When will this set be available for check-out? 

• The 2022 sets will be ready for groups to check-out by                        

January 15, 2022.   

 

• Is this book “clean”? 

• Well, that can be a tough question to answer.  There are many 

places you can refer to in order to determine if the title is right for 

your book group, and we’d be happy to give you a list of resources 

to help you. 

 

• Sets can’t be put on request. 

• Sets must be checked-out and checked-in only at the 3rd floor desk. 

Please don’t return them to the book-drop, or give them to anyone 

other than the librarians on the 3rd floor. 

• Sets check-out for no more than 6 weeks, and the book sets cannot be                  

renewed. 

• If a book is missing from the set, the person who checked-out the set 

will be financially responsible for the missing book.  
 

  

We’re happy to answer your questions about 

this or anything else. Please call (208) 612-8462 

or email Mallory (msnow@ifpl.org). 
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THE BOOK COLLECTORS: A BAND OF SYRIAN REBELS AND THE STORIES THAT CARRIED THEM THROUGH A WAR by 

Delphine Minoui // Day in, day out, bombs fall on Daraya, a town outside Damascus, the very spot where the 
Syrian Civil War began. In the midst of chaos and bloodshed, a group searching for survivors stumbles on a 
cache of books. They collect the books, then look for more. In a week they have six thousand volumes. In a 
month, fifteen thousand. A sanctuary is born: a library where the people of Daraya can explore beyond the 
blockade. Long a site of peaceful resistance to the Assad regimes, Daraya was under siege for four years. No 
one entered or left, and international aid was blocked. In 2015, French-Iranian journalist Delphine Minoui saw 
a post on Facebook about this secret library and tracked down one of its founders, twenty-three-year-old 
Ahmad, an aspiring photojournalist himself. Over WhatsApp and Facebook, Minoui learned about the young 
men who gathered in the library, exchanged ideas, learned English, and imagined how to shape the future, 
even as bombs fell above. They devoured a marvelous range of books--from American self-help like The 
Seven Habits of Highly Effective People to international bestsellers like The Alchemist, from Arabic poetry by 
Mahmoud Darwish to Shakespearean plays to stories of war in other times and places, such as the siege of 
Sarajevo. They also shared photos and stories of their lives before and during the war, planned how to build a 
democracy, and began to sustain a community in shell-shocked soil.  

NINETY-NINE FIRE HOOPS: A MEMOIR by Allison Hong Merrill // Nineteen-year-old Taiwanese Mormon girl, 

ALLISON HONG, meets twenty-year-old rebellious American Mormon missionary, CAMERON CHASTAIN, in 
Taipei and elopes with him to his hometown in Texas when she is twenty-two. Sixteen months into their 
marriage, one day Allison goes home to their apartment and discovers that during her two-hour absence 
Cameron has moved everything out, cut off all services, withdrawn all the money in their bank account, and 
served her divorce papers. From a powerless, abandoned immigrant bride to a confident woman in 
command of her own destiny, 99 Fire Hoops, A Memoir tells the story of how Allison’s choice to break the 
Chinese cultural expectation for women to submit to men’s will allows her to create her own destiny.  

INTO THE WILD by John Krakauer // In April, 1992, a young man from a well-to-do family hitchhiked to Alaska 

and walked alone into the wilderness north of Mt. McKinley. His name was Christopher Johnson McCandless. 
He had given $25,000 in savings to charity, abandoned his car and most of his possessions, burned all the 
cash in his wallet, and invented a new life for himself. Four months later, a party of moose hunters found his 
decomposed body. How McCandless came to die is the unforgettable story of Into the Wild. Immediately 
after graduating from college in 1991, McCandless had roamed through the West and Southwest on a vision 
quest like those made by his heroes Jack London and John Muir. In the Mojave Desert he abandoned his car, 
stripped it of its license plates, and burned all of his cash. He would give himself a new name, Alexander 
Supertramp, and, unencumbered by money and belongings, he would be free to wallow in the raw, 
unfiltered experiences that nature presented. Craving a blank spot on the map, McCandless simply threw 
away the maps. Leaving behind his desperate parents and sister, he vanished into the wild.  

IN ORDER TO LIVE: A NORTH KOREAN GIRL'S JOURNEY TO FREEDOM by Yeonmi Park // Human rights activist 

Park, who fled North Korea with her mother in 2007 at age 13 and eventually made it to South Korea two 
years later after a harrowing ordeal, recognized that in order to be "completely free," she had to confront the 
truth of her past. It is an ugly, shameful story of being sold with her mother into slave marriages by Chinese 
brokers, and although she at first tried to hide the painful details when blending into South Korean society, she 
realized how her survival story could inspire others. Moreover, her sister had also escaped earlier and had 
vanished into China for years, prompting the author to go public with her story in the hope of finding her sister.  

THEY CALLED US ENEMY by George Takei // Long before George Takei braved new frontiers in Star Trek, he 
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woke up as a four-year-old boy to find his own birth country at war with his father's -- and their entire family 
forced from their home into an uncertain future. In 1942, at the order of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, every 
person of Japanese descent on the west coast was rounded up and shipped to one of ten "relocation 
centers," hundreds or thousands of miles from home, where they would be held for years under armed 
guard. They Called Us Enemy is Takei's firsthand account of those years behind barbed wire, the joys and 
terrors of growing up under legalized racism, his mother's hard choices, his father's faith in democracy, and 
the way those experiences planted the seeds for his astonishing future.  

THE VIRGINIA DYNASTY: FOUR PRESIDENTS AND THE CREATION OF THE AMERICAN NATION by Lynne Cheney // 

From a small expanse of land on the North American continent came four of the nation's first five presidents--
a geographic dynasty whose members led a revolution, created a nation, and ultimately changed the 
world. George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and James Monroe were born, grew to 
manhood, and made their homes within a sixty-mile circle east of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Friends and 
rivals, they led in securing independence, hammering out the United States Constitution, and building a 
working republic. Acting together, they doubled the territory of the United States. From their disputes came 
American political parties and the weaponizing of newspapers, the media of the day. In this elegantly 
conceived and insightful new book from bestselling author Lynne Cheney, the four Virginians are not marble 
icons but vital figures deeply intent on building a nation where citizens could be free. Focusing on the 
intersecting roles these men played as warriors, intellectuals, and statesmen, Cheney takes us back to an 
exhilarating time when the Enlightenment opened new vistas for humankind. But even as the Virginians 
advanced liberty, equality, and human possibility, they held people in slavery and were slaveholders when 
they died. Lives built on slavery were incompatible with a free and just society; their actions contradicted the 
very ideals they espoused. They managed nonetheless to pass down those ideals, and they became 
powerful weapons for ending slavery. They inspired Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass and today 
undergird the freest nation on earth. Taking full measure of strengths and failures in the personal as well as 
the political lives of the men at the center of this book, Cheney offers a concise and original exploration of 
how the United States came to be.   

THE WOMAN WHO SMASHED CODES: A TRUE STORY OF LOVE, SPIES, AND THE UNLIKELY HEROINE WHO 

OUTWITTED AMERICA'S ENEMIES by Jason Fagone // In 1916, at the height of World War I, brilliant 
Shakespeare expert Elizebeth Smith went to work for an eccentric tycoon on his estate outside Chicago. The 
tycoon had close ties to the U.S. government, and he soon asked Elizebeth to apply her language skills to an 
exciting new venture: code-breaking. There she met the man who would become her husband, 
groundbreaking cryptologist William Friedman. In The Woman Who Smashed Codes, Jason Fagone 
chronicles the life of Elizebeth Smith who played an integral role in our nation's history for forty years. After 
World War I, Smith used her talents to catch gangsters and smugglers during Prohibition, then accepted a 
covert mission to discover and expose Nazi spy rings that were spreading like wildfire across South America, 
advancing ever closer to the United States. As World War II raged, Elizebeth fought a highly classified battle 
of wits against Hitler's Reich, cracking multiple versions of the Enigma machine used by German spies. 
Meanwhile, inside an Army vault in Washington, William worked furiously to break Purple, the Japanese 
version of Enigma--and eventually succeeded, at a terrible cost to his personal life. Fagone unveils America's 
code-breaking history through the prism of Smith's life, bringing into focus the unforgettable events and 
colorful personalities that would help shape modern intelligence.  

I LIKE ME ANYWAY: EMBRACING IMPERFECTION, CONNECTION & CHRIST by Brooke Romney // "If a book 

could be your best friend, this is it. Wherever you are on your perfectly imperfect journey, Brook Romney 
lovingly designed this book to make a difference in your daily life. Relatable real-life stories on every page 
will remind you of your worth, your power, and the overflowing grace you can access right now. Simple 
exercises at the end of each chapter give practical ideas for increasing your personal peace. If you have 
ever felt overwhelmed, underprepared, or out of your league in life, I can't recommend this book enough." -
Emily Orton, Author of Seven at Sea  

DANCING IN THE MOSQUE: AN AFGHAN MOTHER'S LETTER TO HER SON by Homeira Qaderi // In the days 

before Homeira Qaderi gave birth to her son, Siawash, the road to the hospital in Kabul would often be 
barricaded because of the frequent suicide explosions. With the city and the military on edge, it was not 
uncommon for an armed soldier to point his gun at the pregnant woman’s bulging stomach, terrified that 
she was hiding a bomb. Frightened and in pain, she was once forced to make her way on foot. Propelled by 
the love she held for her soon-to-be-born child, Homeira walked through blood and wreckage to reach the 
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hospital doors. But the joy of her beautiful son’s birth was soon overshadowed by other dangers that would 
threaten her life. No ordinary Afghan woman, Homeira refused to cower under the strictures of a misogynistic 
social order. Defying the law, she risked her freedom to teach children reading and writing and fought for 
women’s rights in her theocratic and patriarchal society. Devastating in its power, Dancing in the Mosque is a 
mother’s searing letter to a son she was forced to leave behind. In telling her story—and that of Afghan women—
Homeira challenges you to reconsider the meaning of motherhood, sacrifice, and survival. Her story asks you to 
consider the lengths you would go to protect yourself, your family, and your dignity. .  

ZLATA'S DIARY: A CHILD'S LIFE IN WARTIME SARAJEVO by Zlata Filipović // When Zlata’s Diary was first published at 

the height of the Bosnian War, it became an international bestseller and was compared to The Diary of Anne 
Frank, both for the freshness of its voice and the grimness of the world it describes. It begins as the day-today 
record of the life of a typical eleven-year-old girl, preoccupied by piano lessons and birthday parties. But as war 
engulfs Sarajevo, Zlata Filipovic becomes a witness to food shortages, the deaths of friends, and learns to wait out 
bombardments in a neighbor’s cellar. Yet throughout she remains courageous and observant. The result is a book 
that has the power to move and instruct readers a world away.  

IRON EMPIRES: ROBBER BARONS, RAILROADS, AND THE MAKING OF MODERN AMERICA by Michael Hiltzik // In 1869, 

when the final spike was driven into the Transcontinental Railroad, few were prepared for its seismic aftershocks. 
Once a hodgepodge of short, squabbling lines, America’s railways soon exploded into a titanic industry helmed 
by a pageant of speculators, crooks, and visionaries. The vicious competition between empire builders such as 
Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jay Gould, J. P. Morgan, and E. H. Harriman sparked stock market frenzies, panics, and 
crashes; provoked strikes that upended the relationship between management and labor; transformed the 
nation’s geography; and culminated in a ferocious two-man battle that shook the nation’s financial markets to 
their foundations and produced dramatic, lasting changes in the interplay of business and government. Spanning 
four decades and featuring some of the most iconic figures of the Gilded Age, Iron Empires reveals how the 
robber barons drove the country into the twentieth century—and almost sent it off the rails.  

WILL MY CAT EAT MY EYEBALLS? AND OTHER QUESTIONS ABOUT DEAD BODIES by Caitlin Doughty // Everyone has 

questions about death. In Will My Cat Eat My Eyeballs?, best-selling author and mortician Caitlin Doughty answers 
the most intriguing questions she’s ever received about what happens to our bodies when we die. In a brisk, 
informative, and morbidly funny style, Doughty explores everything from ancient Egyptian death rituals and the 
science of skeletons to flesh-eating insects and the proper depth at which to bury your pet if you want Fluffy to 
become a mummy. Now featuring an interview with a clinical expert on discussing these issues with young 
people—the source of some of our most revealing questions about death—Will My Cat Eat My Eyeballs? confronts 
our common fear of dying with candid, honest, and hilarious facts about what awaits the body we leave behind.  

THE SLEEP REVOLUTION: TRANSFORMING YOUR LIFE, ONE NIGHT AT A TIME by Arianna Huffington // We are in the 

midst of a sleep deprivation crisis, with profound consequences to our health, our job performance, our 
relationships and our happiness. What we need is nothing short of a sleep revolution: only by renewing our 
relationship with sleep can we take back control of our lives. In The Sleep Revolution, Arianna explores all the 
latest science on what exactly is going on while we sleep and dream. She takes on the sleeping pill industry, and 
all the ways our addiction to technology disrupts our sleep. She also offers a range of recommendations and tips 
from leading scientists on how we can get better and more restorative sleep, and harness its incredible power. 
The result is a sweeping, scientifically rigorous, and deeply personal exploration of sleep from all angles, from the 
history of sleep, to the role of dreams in our lives, to the consequences of sleep deprivation, and the new golden 
age of sleep science that reveals the vital role sleep plays in our every waking moment and every aspect of our 
health--from weight gain, diabetes, and heart disease to cancer and Alzheimer's. In today's fast-paced, always-
connected, perpetually-harried and sleep-deprived world, our need for a good night's sleep is more important--
and elusive--than ever. The Sleep Revolution both sounds the alarm on our worldwide sleep crisis and provides a 
detailed road map to the great sleep awakening that can help transform our lives, our communities, and our 
world.  

iGEN: WHY TODAY’S SUPER-CONNECTED KIDS ARE GROWING UP LESS REBELLIOUS, MORE TOLERANT, LESS HAPPY--

AND COMPLETELY UNPREPARED FOR ADULTHOOD--AND WHAT THAT MEANS FOR THE REST OF US by Jean M. 

Twenge // With generational divides wider than ever, parents, educators, and employers have an urgent need to 
understand today’s rising generation of teens and young adults. Born in the mid-1990s to the mid-2000s and later, 
iGen is the first generation to spend their entire adolescence in the age of the smartphone. With social media and 
texting replacing other activities, iGen spends less time with their friends in person—perhaps why they are 
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experiencing unprecedented levels of anxiety, depression, and loneliness. But technology is not the only thing 
that makes iGen distinct from every generation before them; they are also different in how they spend their time, 
how they behave, and in their attitudes toward religion, sexuality, and politics. They socialize in completely new 
ways, reject once sacred social taboos, and want different things from their lives and careers. More than 
previous generations, they are obsessed with safety, focused on tolerance, and have no patience for inequality. 
iGen is also growing up more slowly than previous generations: eighteen-year-olds look and act like fifteen-year-
olds used to. As this new group of young people grows into adulthood, we all need to understand them: Friends 
and family need to look out for them; businesses must figure out how to recruit them and sell to them; colleges 
and universities must know how to educate and guide them. And members of iGen also need to understand 
themselves as they communicate with their elders and explain their views to their older peers. Because where 
iGen goes, so goes our nation—and the world.  

MORE THAN A BODY: YOUR BODY IS AN INSTRUMENT, NOT AN ORNAMENT by Lindsay Kite & Lexie Kite // Our 

beauty-obsessed world perpetuates the idea that happiness, health, and ability to be loved are dependent on 
how we look, but authors Lindsay and Lexie Kite offer an alternative vision. With insights drawn from their 
extensive body image research, Lindsay and Lexie—PhDs and founders of the nonprofit Beauty Redefined (and 
also twin sisters!)—lay out an action plan that arms you with the skills you need to reconnect with your whole self 
and free yourself from the constraints of self-objectification. From media consumption to health and fitness to self
-reflection and self-compassion, Lindsay and Lexie share powerful and practical advice that goes beyond “body 
positivity” to help readers develop body image resilience—all while cutting through the empty promises sold by 
media, advertisers, and the beauty and weight-loss industries. In the process, they show how facing your feelings 
of body shame or embarrassment can become a catalyst for personal growth.  

DEVOTION: AN EPIC STORY OF HEROISM, FRIENDSHIP, AND SACRIFICE by Adam Makos // Devotion tells the 

inspirational story of the U.S. Navy's most famous aviator duo, Lieutenant Tom Hudner and Ensign Jesse Brown, 
and the Marines they fought to defend. A white New Englander from the country-club scene, Tom passed up 
Harvard to fly fighters for his country. An African American sharecropper's son from Mississippi, Jesse became the 
navy's first black carrier pilot, defending a nation that wouldn't even serve him in a bar. While much of America 
remained divided by segregation, Jesse and Tom joined forces as wingmen in Fighter Squadron 32. Adam Makos 
takes us into the cockpit as these bold young aviators cut their teeth at the world's most dangerous job--landing 
on the deck of an aircraft carrier--a line of work that Jesse's young wife, Daisy, struggles to accept. Deployed to 
the Mediterranean, Tom and Jesse meet the Fleet Marines, boys like PFC "Red" Parkinson, a farm kid from the 
Catskills. In between war games in the sun, the young men revel on the Riviera, partying with millionaires and 
even befriending the Hollywood starlet Elizabeth Taylor. Then comes the war no one expected, in faraway Korea. 
Devotion takes us soaring overhead with Tom and Jesse, and into the foxholes with Red and the Marines as they 
battle a North Korean invasion. As the fury of the fighting escalates and the Marines are cornered at the Chosin 
Reservoir, Tom and Jesse fly, guns blazing, to try and save them. When one of the duo is shot down behind 
enemy lines and pinned in his burning plane, the other faces an unthinkable choice: watch his friend die or 
attempt history's most audacious one-man rescue mission.  

BAD BLOOD: SECRETS AND LIES IN A SILICON VALLEY STARTUP by John Carreyrou // In 2014, Theranos founder and 

CEO Elizabeth Holmes was widely seen as the next Steve Jobs: a brilliant Stanford dropout whose startup 
"unicorn" promised to revolutionize the medical industry with its breakthrough device, which performed the whole 
range of laboratory tests from a single drop of blood. Backed by investors such as Larry Ellison and Tim Draper, 
Theranos sold shares in a fundraising round that valued the company at more than $9 billion, putting Holmes's 
worth at an estimated $4.5 billion. There was just one problem: The technology didn't work. Erroneous results put 
patients in danger, leading to misdiagnoses and unnecessary treatments. All the while, Holmes and her partner, 
Sunny Balwani, worked to silence anyone who voiced misgivings—from journalists to their own employees.  

THE RIGHTEOUS MIND: WHY GOOD PEOPLE ARE DIVIDED BY POLITICS AND RELIGION by Jonathan Haidt // Why 

can’t our political leaders work together as threats loom and problems mount? Why do people so readily assume 
the worst about the motives of their fellow citizens? In The Righteous Mind, social psychologist Jonathan Haidt 
explores the origins of our divisions and points the way forward to mutual understanding. His starting point is moral 
intuition—the nearly instantaneous perceptions we all have about other people and the things they do. These 
intuitions feel like self-evident truths, making us righteously certain that those who see things differently are wrong. 
Haidt shows us how these intuitions differ across cultures, including the cultures of the political left and right. He 
blends his own research findings with those of anthropologists, historians, and other psychologists to draw a map 
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of the moral domain. He then examines the origins of morality, overturning the view that evolution made us 
fundamentally selfish creatures. But rather than arguing that we are innately altruistic, he makes a more subtle 
claim—that we are fundamentally groupish. It is our groupishness, he explains, that leads to our greatest joys, 
our religious divisions, and our political affiliations. In a stunning final chapter on ideology and civility, Haidt 
shows what each side is right about, and why we need the insights of liberals, conservatives, and libertarians to 
flourish as a nation.  

THE MOMENT OF LIFT: HOW EMPOWERING WOMEN CHANGES THE WORLD by Melinda Gates // For the last twenty 

years, Melinda Gates has been on a mission to find solutions for people with the most urgent needs, wherever 
they live. Throughout this journey, one thing has become increasingly clear to her: If you want to lift society up, 
you need to stop keeping women down. Melinda’s unforgettable narrative is backed by startling data as she 
presents the issues that most need our attention—from child marriage to lack of access to contraceptives to 
gender inequity in the workplace. And, for the first time, she writes about her personal life and the road to 
equality in her own marriage. Throughout, she shows how there has never been more opportunity to change 
the world—and ourselves.  

A WOMAN OF NO IMPORTANCE: THE UNTOLD STORY OF THE AMERICAN SPY WHO HELPED WIN WORLD WAR II by 

Sonia Purnell // In 1942, the Gestapo sent out an urgent transmission: "She is the most dangerous of all Allied 
spies. We must find and destroy her." The target in their sights was Virginia Hall, a Baltimore socialite who talked 
her way into Special Operations Executive, the spy organization dubbed Winston Churchill's "Ministry of 
Ungentlemanly Warfare." She became the first Allied woman deployed behind enemy lines and--despite her 
prosthetic leg--helped to light the flame of the French Resistance, revolutionizing secret warfare as we know it.  
Virginia established vast spy networks throughout France, called weapons and explosives down from the skies, 
and became a linchpin for the Resistance. Even as her face covered wanted posters and a bounty was placed 
on her head, Virginia refused order after order to evacuate. She finally escaped through a death-defying hike 
over the Pyrenees into Spain, her cover blown. But she plunged back in, adamant that she had more lives to 
save, and led a victorious guerilla campaign, liberating swathes of France from the Nazis after D-Day.  

HIDDEN FIGURES: THE AMERICAN DREAM AND THE UNTOLD STORY OF THE BLACK WOMEN MATHEMATICIANS WHO 

HELPED WIN THE SPACE RACE  by Margot Lee Shetterly // This is the amazing true story of four African-American 
female mathematicians at NASA who helped achieve some of the greatest moments in our space program. 
Soon to be a major motion picture. Before John Glenn orbited the earth or Neil Armstrong walked on the moon, 
a group of dedicated female mathematicians known as “human computers” used pencils, slide rules, and 
adding machines to calculate the numbers that would launch rockets, and astronauts, into space. This 
audiobook brings to life the stories of Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, Katherine Johnson, and Christine 
Darden, four African-American women who lived through the Civil Rights era, the Space Race, the Cold War, 
and the movement for gender equality, and whose work forever changed the face of NASA and the country.  
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THE LADY AND THE LIONHEART by Joanne Bischof // Raised amid the fame and mystique of the Big Top, Charlie 

Lionheart holds the audience in the palm of his hand. But while his act captivates thousands, it’s away from the 

spotlight where his true heart lies. Here he humbly cares for his pride of lions as if they were his brothers, a skill of 

bravery and strength that has prepared him for his most challenging feat yet—freeing an orphaned infant from 

the dark bondage of a sideshow. A trade so costly, it requires his life in exchange for hers, leaving him tarnished 

by the price of that choice. As the circus tents are raised on the outskirts of Roanoke, nurse Ella Beckley arrives 

to tend to this Gypsy girl. All under the watchful eye of a guardian who not only bears a striking resemblance to 

the child, but who protects the baby with a love that wraps around Ella’s own tragic past, awakening a hope 

that goodness may yet reign. When their forbidden friendship deepens, Charlie dares to ask for her heart, 

bringing her behind the curtain of his secret world to reveal the sacrifice that gave hope to one little girl—

boldly showing Ella that while her tattered faith is deeply scarred, the only marks that need be permanent are 

his own.  

WHAT STARS ARE MADE OF by Sarah Allen // Twelve-year-old Libby Monroe is great at science, being optimistic, 

and talking to her famous, accomplished friends (okay, maybe that last one is only in her head). She’s not 

great at playing piano, sitting still, or figuring out how to say the right thing at the right time in real life. Libby was 

born with Turner Syndrome, and that makes some things hard. But she has lots of people who love her, and that 

makes her pretty lucky. When her big sister Nonny tells her she’s pregnant, Libby is thrilled—but worried. Nonny 

and her husband are in a financial black hole, and Libby knows that babies aren’t always born healthy. So she 

strikes a deal with the universe: She’ll enter a contest with a project about Cecelia Payne, the first person to 

discover what stars are made of. If she wins the grand prize and gives all that money to Nonny’s family, then 

the baby will be perfect. Does she have what it takes to care for the sister that has always cared for her? And 

what will it take for the universe to notice?  

THE GRAVEYARD BOOK by Neil Gaiman // Nobody Owens, known to his friends as Bod, is a perfectly normal 

boy. Well, he would be perfectly normal if he didn't live in a graveyard, being raised and educated by ghosts, 

with a solitary guardian who belongs to neither the world of the living nor the world of the dead. There are 

dangers and adventures for Bod in the graveyard: the strange and terrible menace of the Sleer; a gravestone 

entrance to a desert that leads to the city of ghouls; friendship with a witch, and so much more. But it is in the 

land of the living that real danger lurks, for it is there that the man Jack lives and he has already killed Bod's 

family.  

JURASSIC PARK by Michael Crichton // An astonishing technique for recovering and cloning dinosaur DNA has 

been discovered. Now humankind’s most thrilling fantasies have come true. Creatures extinct for eons roam 

Jurassic Park with their awesome presence and profound mystery, and all the world can visit them—for a price. 

Until something goes wrong. . . .  

THE HOUSE IN THE CERULEAN SEA by T.J. Klune // A magical island. A dangerous task. A burning secret.  

Linus Baker leads a quiet, solitary life. At forty, he lives in a tiny house with a devious cat and his old records. As 

a Case Worker at the Department in Charge Of Magical Youth, he spends his days overseeing the well-being 

of children in government-sanctioned orphanages. When Linus is unexpectedly summoned by Extremely Upper 

Management he's given a curious and highly classified assignment: travel to Marsyas Island Orphanage, where  

six dangerous children reside: a gnome, a sprite, a wyvern, an unidentifiable green blob, a were-Pomeranian, 

and the Antichrist. Linus must set aside his fears and determine whether or not they’re likely to bring about the 

end of days. But the children aren’t the only secret the island keeps. Their caretaker is the charming and 

enigmatic Arthur Parnassus, who will do anything to keep his wards safe. As Arthur and Linus grow closer, long-

held secrets are exposed, and Linus must make a choice: destroy a home or watch the world burn. An 

enchanting story, masterfully told, The House in the Cerulean Sea is about the profound experience of 

discovering an unlikely family in an unexpected place—and realizing that family is yours  

THE DUTCH HOUSE by Ann Patchett //At the end of the Second World War, Cyril Conroy combines luck and a 

single canny investment to begin an enormous real estate empire, propelling his family from poverty to 

enormous wealth. His first order of business is to buy the Dutch House, a lavish estate in the suburbs outside of 

Philadelphia. Meant as a surprise for his wife, the house sets in motion the undoing of everyone he loves. The 

story is told by Cyril’s son Danny, as he and his older sister, the brilliantly acerbic and self-assured Maeve, are 
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exiled from the house where they grew up by their stepmother. The two wealthy siblings are thrown back 

into the poverty their parents had escaped from and find that all they have to count on is one another. It is 

this unshakable bond between them that both saves their lives and thwarts their futures.  Set over the course 

of five decades, The Dutch House is a dark fairy tale about two smart people who cannot overcome their 

past. Despite every outward sign of success, Danny and Maeve are only truly comfortable when they’re 

together. Throughout their lives, they return to the well-worn story of what they’ve lost with humor and rage. 

But when at last they’re forced to confront the people who left them behind, the relationship between an 

indulged brother and his ever-protective sister is finally tested.  

THE ROSE CODE by Kate Quinn //1940. As England prepares to fight the Nazis, three very different women 

answer the call to mysterious country estate Bletchley Park, where the best minds in Britain train to break 

German military codes. Vivacious debutante Osla is the girl who has everything—beauty, wealth, and the 

dashing Prince Philip of Greece sending her roses—but she burns to prove herself as more than a society girl, 

and puts her fluent German to use as a translator of decoded enemy secrets. Imperious self-made Mab, 

product of east-end London poverty, works the legendary codebreaking machines as she conceals old 

wounds and looks for a socially advantageous husband. Both Osla and Mab are quick to see the potential 

in local village spinster Beth, whose shyness conceals a brilliant facility with puzzles, and soon Beth spreads 

her wings as one of the Park’s few female cryptanalysts. But war, loss, and the impossible pressure of secrecy 

will tear the three apart. 1947. As the royal wedding of Princess Elizabeth and Prince Philip whips post-war 

Britain into a fever, three friends-turned-enemies are reunited by a mysterious encrypted letter--the key to 

which lies buried in the long-ago betrayal that destroyed their friendship and left one of them confined to 

an asylum. A mysterious traitor has emerged from the shadows of their Bletchley Park past, and now Osla, 

Mab, and Beth must resurrect their old alliance and crack one last code together. But each petal they 

remove from the rose code brings danger--and their true enemy--closer...  

THE ILLEGAL GARDENER by Sara Alexi // Driven by a need for some control in her life, Juliet sells up on 

impulse and buys a run down farmhouse in a tiny Greek village, leaving her English life behind. Her boys 

have grown and she has finally divorced her bullying husband. This is her time now.Whilst making her new 

home habitable, Juliet discovers she needs a sturdy helping hand with the unruly and neglected garden. 

Unwilling to share her newfound independence with anyone, but unable to do all the work by herself, she 

reluctantly enlists casual labour. Aaman has travelled to Greece from Pakistan illegally. Desperate to find a 

way out of poverty, his challenge is to find work and raise money for the harvester his village urgently need 

to survive.  What he imagined would be a heroic journey in reality is fraught with danger and corruption. 

Aaman finds himself in Greece, and with each passing day loses a little more of himself as he survives his 

new life as an immigrant worker; illegal, displaced, unwanted and with no value. Hungry and stranded, how 

will he ever make it back home to Pakistan? In what begins as an uncomfortable exchange, Juliet hires 

Aaman to be her gardener, but resents the intrusion even though she needs the help. Aaman needs the 

work and money but resents the humiliation. In spite of themselves, as the summer progresses, they get to 

know one another and discover they have something in common. Pieces of their lives they have kept 

hidden even from themselves are exposed, with each helping the other to face their painful past. Will Juliet 

and Amaan finally let each other in? And what will be the outcome of this improbable conjoining of two lost 

souls?  

THE THURSDAY MURDER CLUB by Richard Osman // In a peaceful retirement village, four unlikely friends meet 

weekly in the Jigsaw Room to discuss unsolved crimes; together they call themselves The Thursday Murder 

Club. Elizabeth, Joyce, Ibrahim and Ron might be pushing eighty but they still have a few tricks up their 

sleeves. When a local developer is found dead with a mysterious photograph left next to the body, the 

Thursday Murder Club suddenly find themselves in the middle of their first live case. As the bodies begin to 

pile up, can our unorthodox but brilliant gang catch the killer, before it’s too late?  

THE EXTRAORDINARY JOURNEY OF THE FAKIR WHO GOT TRAPPED IN AN IKEA WARDROBE by Romain 

Puértolas // When the fakir—a professional con artist—arrives in Paris, he has just one goal: to get to Ikea. 

Armed with only a counterfeit hundred-euro note in the pocket of his silk trousers, he is confident that he has 

all he needs to thrive. But his plan goes horribly awry when he hides inside a wardrobe at the iconic Swedish 

retailer—the first in a series of accidents that will send him on a whirlwind tour across Europe. Pursued across 
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the continent by a swindled taxi driver dead set on revenge, our fakir soon finds unlikely friends—from movie 

stars to illegal immigrants—in even unlikelier places. And, much to his own surprise, his heart begins to open to 

those around him as he comes to understand the universal desire to seek a better life in an often dangerous 

world. Channeling the manic energy of the Marx Brothers and the biting social commentary 

of Candide, Romain Puértolas has crafted an unforgettable comic romp around Europe that is propelled by 

laughter, love, and, ultimately, redemption. (Meatballs not included but highly recommended.)  

SARAH’S KEY by Tatiana de Rosnay // Paris, July 1942: Sarah, a ten year-old girl, is taken with her parents by 

the French police as they go door-to-door arresting French families in the middle of the night. Desperate to 

protect her younger brother, Sarah locks him in a bedroom cupboard-their secret hiding place-and promises 

to come back for him as soon as they are released. Sixty Years Later: Sarah's story intertwines with that of Julia 

Jarmond, an American journalist investigating the roundup. In her research, Julia stumbles onto a trail of 

secrets that link her to Sarah, and to questions about her own romantic future.  

THE WOMEN IN BLACK by Madeleine St. John // The women in black, so named for the black frocks they 

wear while working at an upscale department store called Goode’s, are run off their feet selling ladies’ 

cocktail dresses during the Christmas rush. But in Sydney in the 1950s, there’s always time to pursue other 

goals… 

Patty, in her mid-thirties, has been working at Goode’s for years. She’s married to Frank, who eats a steak for 

dinner every night, watches a few minutes of TV, and then turns in, leaving Patty to her own thoughts. She 

wants a baby, but Frank is always too tired for that kind of thing. Sweet Fay, wants to settle down with a nice 

man, but somehow nice men don’t see her as marriage material. The glamorous Magda runs the high-end 

gowns department. A Slovenian émigré who met her Hungarian husband in a refugee camp, Magda is 

clever and cultured. She finds the Australians to be unfashionable, and dreams of opening her own boutique 

one day. Lisa, a teenager awaiting the results of her final exams, takes a job at Goode’s for the holidays. She 

wants to go to university and secretly dreams of being a poet, but her father objects to both notions. Magda 

takes Lisa under her wing, and by the time the last marked-down dress has been sold, all of their lives will be 

forever changed.  

HARRY’S TREES by Jon Cohen // Thirty-four-year-old Harry Crane works as an analyst for the US Forest Service. 

When his wife dies suddenly, Harry, despairing, retreats north to lose himself in the remote woods of the 

Endless Mountains of Pennsylvania. But fate intervenes in the form of a fiercely determined young girl named 

Oriana. She and her mother, Amanda, are struggling to pick up the pieces from their own tragic loss of 

Oriana’s father. Discovering Harry while roaming the forest, Oriana believes that he holds the key to righting 

her world. Harry reluctantly agrees to help Oriana carry out an astonishing scheme inspired by a book given 

to her by the town librarian, Olive Perkins. Together, Harry and Oriana embark on a golden adventure that 

will fulfill Oriana’s wild dream—and ultimately open Harry’s heart to new life.  

DEAR EMMIE BLUE by Lia Louis // At sixteen, Emmie Blue stood in the fields of her school and released a red 

balloon into the sky. Attached was her name, her email address…and a secret she desperately wanted to 

be free of. Weeks later, on a beach in France, Lucas Moreau discovered the balloon and immediately 

emailed the attached address, sparking an intense friendship between the two teens. Now, fourteen years 

later, Emmie is hiding the fact that she’s desperately in love with Lucas. She has pinned all her hopes on him 

and waits patiently for him to finally admit that she’s the one for him. So dedicated to her love for Lucas, 

Emmie has all but neglected her life outside of this relationship—she’s given up the search for her absentee 

father, no longer tries to build bridges with her distant mother, and lives as a lodger to an old lady she barely 

knows after being laid off. And when Lucas tells Emmie he has a big question to ask her, she’s convinced this 

is the moment he’ll reveal his feelings for her. But nothing in life ever quite goes as planned, does it?  

THE ALCHEMIST by Paolo Coelho // This story, dazzling in its powerful simplicity and soul-stirring wisdom, is 

about an Andalusian shepherd boy named Santiago, who travels from his homeland in Spain to the Egyptian 

desert in search of a treasure buried near the Pyramids. Along the way he meets a Romany woman, a man 

who calls himself a king, and an alchemist, all of whom point Santiago in the right direction for his quest. No 

one knows what the treasure is, or whether Santiago will be able to surmount the obstacles in his path; but 

what starts out as a journey to find worldly goods turns into a discovery of treasure within. Lush, evocative, 
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and deeply humane, the story of Santiago is an eternal testament to the transforming power of our dreams 

and the importance of listening to our hearts.  

THE MERMAID by Christina Henry // Once there was a mermaid who longed to know of more than her ocean 

home and her people. One day a fisherman trapped her in his net but couldn't bear to keep her. But his eyes 

were lonely and caught her more surely than the net, and so she evoked a magic that allowed her to walk 

upon the shore. The mermaid, Amelia, became his wife, and they lived on a cliff above the ocean for ever so 

many years, until one day the fisherman rowed out to sea and did not return. P. T. Barnum was looking for 

marvelous attractions for his American Museum, and he'd heard a rumor of a mermaid who lived on a cliff by 

the sea. He wanted to make his fortune, and an attraction like Amelia was just the ticket. Amelia agreed to 

play the mermaid for Barnum, and she believes she can leave any time she likes. But Barnum has never given 

up a money-making scheme in his life, and he's determined to hold on to his mermaid.  

DAISY JONES & THE SIX by Taylor Jenkins Reid // A gripping novel about the whirlwind rise of an iconic 1970s 

rock group and their beautiful lead singer, revealing the mystery behind their infamous break up. Everyone 

knows Daisy Jones & The Six, but nobody knows the real reason why they split at the absolute height of their 

popularity…until now. Daisy is a girl coming of age in L.A. in the late sixties, sneaking into clubs on the Sunset 

Strip, sleeping with rock stars, and dreaming of singing at the Whisky a Go-Go. The sex and drugs are thrilling, 

but it’s the rock and roll she loves most. By the time she’s twenty, her voice is getting noticed, and she has the 

kind of heedless beauty that makes people do crazy things. Another band getting noticed is The Six, led by 

the brooding Billy Dunne. On the eve of their first tour, his girlfriend Camila finds out she’s pregnant, and with 

the pressure of impending fatherhood and fame, Billy goes a little wild on the road. Daisy and Billy cross paths 

when a producer realizes the key to supercharged success is to put the two together. What happens next will 

become the stuff of legend.  

THE BOOK OF LOST NAMES by Kristen Harmel // Eva Traube Abrams, a semi-retired librarian in Florida, is 

shelving books one morning when her eyes lock on a photograph in a magazine lying open nearby. She 

freezes; it’s an image of a book she hasn’t seen in sixty-five years—a book she recognizes as The Book of Lost 

Names. The accompanying article discusses the looting of libraries by the Nazis across Europe during World 

War II—an experience Eva remembers well—and the search to reunite people with the texts taken from them 

so long ago. The book in the photograph, an eighteenth-century religious text thought to have been taken 

from France in the waning days of the war, is one of the most fascinating cases. Now housed in Berlin’s 

Zentral- und Landesbibliothek library, it appears to contain some sort of code, but researchers don’t know 

where it came from—or what the code means. Only Eva holds the answer—but will she have the strength to 

revisit old memories and help reunite those lost during the war? As a graduate student in 1942, Eva was 

forced to flee Paris after the arrest of her father, a Polish Jew. Finding refuge in a small mountain town in the 

Free Zone, she begins forging identity documents for Jewish children fleeing to neutral Switzerland. But 

erasing people comes with a price, and along with a mysterious, handsome forger named Rémy, Eva 

decides she must find a way to preserve the real names of the children who are too young to remember who 

they really are. The records they keep in The Book of Lost Names will become even more vital when the 

resistance cell they work for is betrayed and Rémy disappears.  

IN FIVE YEARS by Rebecca Serle // Where do you see yourself in five years? When Type-A Manhattan lawyer 

Dannie Kohan is asked this question at the most important interview of her career, she has a meticulously 

crafted answer at the ready. Later, after nailing her interview and accepting her boyfriend's marriage 

proposal, Dannie goes to sleep knowing she is right on track to achieve her five-year plan. But when she 

wakes up, she’s suddenly in a different apartment, with a different ring on her finger, and beside a very 

different man. The television news is on in the background, and she can just make out the scrolling date. It’s 

the same night—December 15—but 2025, five years in the future. After a very intense, shocking hour, Dannie 

wakes again, at the brink of midnight, back in 2020. She can’t shake what has happened. It certainly felt 

much more than merely a dream, but she isn’t the kind of person who believes in visions. That nonsense is 

only charming coming from free-spirited types, like her lifelong best friend, Bella. Determined to ignore the 

odd experience, she files it away in the back of her mind. That is, until four-and-a-half years later, when by 

chance Dannie meets the very same man from her long-ago vision.  

CODE NAME VERITY by Elizabeth Wein // Oct. 11th, 1943 - A British spy plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France. 
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Its pilot and passenger are best friends. One of the girls has a chance at survival. The other has lost the game 

before it's barely begun. When "Verity" is arrested by the Gestapo, she's sure she doesn't stand a chance. As a 

secret agent captured in enemy territory, she's living a spy's worst nightmare. Her Nazi interrogators give her a 

simple choice: reveal her mission or face a grisly execution. As she intricately weaves her confession, Verity 

uncovers her past, how she became friends with the pilot Maddie, and why she left Maddie in the wrecked 

fuselage of their plane. On each new scrap of paper, Verity battles for her life, confronting her views on 

courage and failure and her desperate hope to make it home. But will trading her secrets be enough to save 

her from the enemy?  

THE THINGS WE CANNOT SAY by Kelly Rimmer // In 1942, Europe remains in the relentless grip of war. Just 

beyond the tents of the Russian refugee camp she calls home, a young woman speaks her wedding vows. It’s a 

decision that will alter her destiny…and it’s a lie that will remain buried until the next century. Since she was nine 

years old, Alina Dziak knew she would marry her best friend, Tomasz. Now fifteen and engaged, Alina is 

unconcerned by reports of Nazi soldiers at the Polish border, believing her neighbors that they pose no real 

threat, and dreams instead of the day Tomasz returns from college in Warsaw so they can be married. But little 

by little, injustice by brutal injustice, the Nazi occupation takes hold, and Alina’s tiny rural village, its families, are 

divided by fear and hate. Then, as the fabric of their lives is slowly picked apart, Tomasz disappears. Where 

Alina used to measure time between visits from her beloved, now she measures the spaces between hope and 

despair, waiting for word from Tomasz and avoiding the attentions of the soldiers who patrol her parents’ farm. 

But for now, even deafening silence is preferable to grief. Slipping between Nazi-occupied Poland and the 

frenetic pace of modern life, Kelly Rimmer creates an emotional and finely wrought narrative that weaves 

together two women’s stories into a tapestry of perseverance, loyalty, love and honor.  

HER SMILE by Carla Kelly // Sometimes people end up in the wrong place at the wrong time. Thanks to an 

impulsive request from Elizabeth Ann Everett, the Everett family from Omaha, Nebraska, become tourists on a 

vacation in newly created Yellowstone National Park. The year is 1877 and the weather is fine, . When the Nez 

Perce, fleeing the U.S. Army, charge into a tourist camp, pampered, wealthy Elizabeth Everett gets more than 

she bargains for. So do the Nez Perce.  

THE GREAT DIVORCE by C.S. Lewis // C.S. Lewis’ The Great Divorce is a classic Christian allegorical tale about a 

bus ride from hell to heaven. An extraordinary meditation upon good and evil, grace and judgment, Lewis’s 

revolutionary idea in The Great Divorce is that the gates of Hell are locked from the inside. Using his 

extraordinary descriptive powers, Lewis’ The Great Divorce will change the way we think about good and evil.  

ONE SECOND AFTER by William Forstchen // Professor John Matherson struggles to save his family and his small 

North Carolina mountain town after America loses a war in one second, a war that will send the country back 

to the Dark Ages. A war based upon a weapon, an Electro Magnetic Pulse (EMP). A weapon that may already 

be in the hands of our enemies.  

THE TEN THOUSAND DOORS OF JANUARY by Alix E. Harrow // In a sprawling mansion filled with peculiar treasures, 

January Scaller is a curiosity herself. As the ward of the wealthy Mr. Locke, she feels little different from the 

artifacts that decorate the halls: carefully maintained, largely ignored, and utterly out of place. Then she finds a 

strange book. A book that carries the scent of other worlds, and tells a tale of secret doors, of love, adventure 

and danger. Each page turn reveals impossible truths about the world and January discovers a story 

increasingly entwined with her own. 

RECURSION by Blake Crouch // At first, it looks like a disease. An epidemic that spreads through no known 

means, driving its victims mad with memories of a life they never lived. But the force that's sweeping the world is 

no pathogen. It's just the first shock wave, unleashed by a stunning discovery--and what's in jeopardy is not our 

minds but the very fabric of time itself. In New York City, Detective Barry Sutton is closing in on the truth--and in a 

remote laboratory, neuroscientist Helena Smith is unaware that she alone holds the key to this mystery . . . and 

the tools for fighting back. Together, Barry and Helena will have to confront their enemy--before they, and the 

world, are trapped in a loop of ever-growing chaos.  

THE MAP OF SALT AND STARS by Jennifer Zeynab Joukhadar // Nour has just lost her father to cancer, and her 
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mother moves Nour and her sisters from New York City back to Syria to be closer to their family. In order to 

keep her father’s spirit alive as she adjusts to her new home, Nour tells herself their favorite story—the tale of 

Rawiya, a twelfth-century girl who disguised herself as a boy in order to apprentice herself to a famous 

mapmaker. But the Syria Nour’s parents knew is changing, and it isn’t long before the war reaches their quiet 

Homs neighborhood. When a shell destroys Nour’s house and almost takes her life, she and her family are 

forced to choose: stay and risk more violence or flee across seven countries of the Middle East and North 

Africa in search of safety—along the very route Rawiya and her mapmaker took eight hundred years before in 

their quest to chart the world. As Nour’s family decides to take the risk, their journey becomes more and more 

dangerous, until they face a choice that could mean the family will be separated forever.  

SOURDOUGH by Robin Sloan // Lois Clary, a software engineer at a San Francisco robotics company, codes all 

day and collapses at night. When her favourite sandwich shop closes up, the owners leave her with the starter 

for their mouthwatering sourdough bread. Lois becomes the unlikely hero tasked to care for it, bake with it and 

keep this needy colony of microorganisms alive.  Soon she is baking loaves daily and taking them to the 

farmer's market, where an exclusive close-knit club runs the show. When Lois discovers another, more secret 

market, aiming to fuse food and technology, a whole other world opens up. But who are these people, 

exactly?  

CIRCE by Madeline Miller // In the house of Helios, god of the sun and mightiest of the Titans, a daughter is 

born. But Circe is a strange child - not powerful, like her father, nor viciously alluring like her mother. Turning to 

the world of mortals for companionship, she discovers that she does possess power - the power of witchcraft, 

which can transform rivals into monsters and menace the gods themselves. Threatened, Zeus banishes her to a 

deserted island, where she hones her occult craft, tames wild beasts and crosses paths with many of the most 

famous figures in all of mythology, including the Minotaur, Daedalus and his doomed son Icarus, the 

murderous Medea, and, of course, wily Odysseus. But there is danger, too, for a woman who stands alone, 

and Circe unwittingly draws the wrath of both men and gods, ultimately finding herself pitted against one of 

the most terrifying and vengeful of the Olympians. To protect what she loves most, Circe must summon all her 

strength and choose, once and for all, whether she belongs with the gods she is born from, or the mortals she 

has come to love.  

THE FIRST FIFTEEN LIVES OF HARRY AUGUST by Claire North // Some stories cannot be told in just one lifetime. 

Harry August is on his deathbed. Again. No matter what he does or the decisions he makes, when death 

comes, Harry always returns to where he began, a child with all the knowledge of a life he has already lived a 

dozen times before. Nothing ever changes. Until now. As Harry nears the end of his eleventh life, a little girl 

appears at his bedside. "I nearly missed you, Doctor August," she says. "I need to send a message." This is the 

story of what Harry does next, and what he did before, and how he tries to save a past he cannot change 

and a future he cannot allow.  

SALT TO THE SEA by Ruta Sepetys //While the Titanic and Lusitania are both well-documented disasters, the 

single greatest tragedy in maritime history is the little-known January 30, 1945 sinking in the Baltic Sea by a 

Soviet submarine of the Wilhelm Gustloff, a German cruise liner that was supposed to ferry wartime personnel 

and refugees to safety from the advancing Red Army. The ship was overcrowded with more than 10,500 

passengers — the intended capacity was approximately 1,800 — and more than 9,000 people, including 5,000 

children, lost their lives. Sepetys crafts four fictionalized but historically accurate voices to convey the real-life 

tragedy. Joana, a Lithuanian with nursing experience; Florian, a Prussian soldier fleeing the Nazis with stolen 

treasure; and Emilia, a Polish girl close to the end of her pregnancy, converge on their escape journeys as 

Russian troops advance; each will eventually meet Albert, a Nazi peon with delusions of grandeur, assigned to 

the Gustloff decks.  

WHAT THE WIND KNOWS by Amy Harmon // Anne Gallagher grew up enchanted by her grandfather’s stories 

of Ireland. Heartbroken at his death, she travels to his childhood home to spread his ashes. There, overcome 

with memories of the man she adored and consumed by a history she never knew, she is pulled into another 

time. The Ireland of 1921, teetering on the edge of war, is a dangerous place in which to awaken. But there 

Anne finds herself, hurt, disoriented, and under the care of Dr. Thomas Smith, guardian to a young boy who is 
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oddly familiar. Mistaken for the boy’s long-missing mother, Anne adopts her identity, convinced the woman’s 

disappearance is connected to her own. As tensions rise, Thomas joins the struggle for Ireland’s independence 

and Anne is drawn into the conflict beside him. Caught between history and her heart, she must decide whether 

she’s willing to let go of the life she knew for a love she never thought she’d find. But in the end, is the choice 

actually hers to make?  

JOURNEY TO THE CENTER OF THE EARTH by Jules Verne // After discovering a coded message in an Icelandic 

manuscript, Professor Liedenbrock leads an expedition party on an adventure that promises to reveal another 

world deep in the center of Earth. Their curiosity takes them to the bottom of a crater, left to survive with limited 

food and water until they discover the promise of the manuscript: an inner Earth complete with a subterranean 

ocean, petrified forests, and volcanic islands.  

I AM NOT A SERIAL KILLER  by Dan Wells // John Wayne Cleaver is dangerous, and he knows it. He's spent his life 

doing his best not to live up to his potential. He's obsessed with serial killers, but really doesn't want to become 

one. So for his own sake, and the safety of those around him, he lives by rigid rules he's written for himself, 

practicing normal life as if it were a private religion that could save him from damnation. Dead bodies are 

normal to John. He likes them, actually. They don't demand or expect the empathy he's unable to offer. Perhaps 

that's what gives him the objectivity to recognize that there's something different about the body the police 

have just found behind the Wash-n-Dry Laundromat---and to appreciate what that difference means. Now, for 

the first time, John has to confront a danger outside himself, a threat he can't control, a menace to everything 

and everyone he would love, if only he could. 

THE STORY OF A BRIEF MARRIAGE by Anuk Arudpragasam // Two and a half decades into a devastating civil war, 

Sri Lanka's Tamil minority is pushed inexorably towards the coast by the advancing army. Amongst the evacuees 

is Dinesh, whose world has contracted to a makeshift camp where time is measured by the shells that fall around 

him like clockwork. Alienated from family, home, language, and body, he exists in a state of mute acceptance, 

numb to the violence around him, till he is approached one morning by an old man who makes an unexpected 

proposal: that Dinesh marry his daughter, Ganga. Marriage, in this world, is an attempt at safety, like the 

beached fishing boat under which Dinesh huddles during the bombings. As a couple, they would be less likely to 

be conscripted to fight for the rebels, and less likely to be abused in the case of an army victory. Thrust into this 

situation of strange intimacy and dependence, Dinesh and Ganga try to come to terms with everything that has 

happened, hesitantly attempting to awaken to themselves and to one another before the war closes over them 

once more.  

HOMEGOING by Yaa Gyasi // Ghana, eighteenth century: two half sisters are born into different villages, each 

unaware of the other. One will marry an Englishman and lead a life of comfort in the palatial rooms of the Cape 

Coast Castle. The other will be captured in a raid on her village, imprisoned in the very same castle, and sold into 

slavery. Homegoing follows the parallel paths of these sisters and their descendants through eight generations: 

from the Gold Coast to the plantations of Mississippi, from the American Civil War to Jazz Age Harlem.  
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